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Editorial

A nother packed issue to start, what
we hope will be, a more optimistic
year despite the current uncertain

meteorological and financial climate.
As ever, past, present and even future West
Ashton occurrences are covered as well as
an important survey for you to consider.
For such a small area we host a number of
groups and associations and we welcome

and urge newcomers to our community to
partake in the friendly doings, particularly
at the Village Hall. 

Along with all these scribbles also come
doodles - Yankee Doodles, Snickerdoodles
and Doodlebugs to be precise! Read on. 

Jo and Paul

Thanks
I would like to thank everybody who supported the Christmas Concert given by
Cantamus and to St. John's Church for allowing us to use the church for this event.
Special thanks to Rees Jenkin for booking the choir and to Pete and Beverly Wills for
illuminating the church. £100 was donated to the church and £47 to the WI.     

Jo Watkins

Dear Jo and Paul

In all that snow last night, (4th February),
we were rescued by some lovely people
who helped us up the hill from the lights.
As we didn't know them and didn't dare
stop once we were on our way, please
could a public thank you be posted in the
magazine when next it goes out? They had
obviously helped several people during the
evening and did so with great good nature

and humour. Isn't it mad that we had come
from Bristol and got caught only two miles
from home?

Also thank you for the magazine. It makes
good reading for those of us relative
newcomers

With best wishes
Susie Hancock

Dunge Farm

Letters

A nyone wishing to delve into their
family history and would like to
know a bit more on to how you go

about it should look no further than the
Wiltshire and Swindon History Centre at
Chippenham. They are running free
"Starting Out in Family History" sessions
that give you an introduction into
researching, demonstrate the use of sources

and conduct you on a tour of the Search
Room.

There are two sessions, at 10.00am and
11.30am, on the first Wednesday of every
month, each lasting between 20 - 30
minutes. The sessions are absolutely free.
For further information please ring 01249
705500. 

Free Family History Sessions
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Parish Council Matters
Planning applications.

1. Change of use from pastureland to a garden.
Land rear of 5 East Town road, West Ashton.
Refusal.
Parish Council comment. It is usual in such
applications that permission is granted subject
to the land being used as garden. It is also usual
that a clause is attached to the permission that
buildings of any sort, including sheds and
greenhouses, are not permitted so as to preserve
the rural landscape. We see this refusal as
inconsistent with previous applications and we
will be seeking a more detailed explanation for
the refusal.

Applications under consideration.

1 Orchard Close, West Ashton. Revised House
types, ie increasing the size of the 4 bedroom
house to 5 bedrooms and the 3 bedroom house
to 4 bedrooms.
The Parish Council's decision was to oppose
this application for it was considered to
constitute over development for such a small
site. The Council's concern was primarily that
larger houses may increase the need for parking
and on such a small site it could be unfair to
neighbours if the area currently designated a
turning circle could not be used for that purpose
because of parked cars.
2. Heath Hill. Retrospective application for the
erection of a conservatory. The Council was
surprised that the Company who had erected
the conservatory had not advised that planning
permission was required. However, the
planning rules relating to conservatories have
changed recently and the decision of the
Council was not to oppose the application.
WWDC (and from April Wiltshire Council) will
always advise you (free of charge) on planning
matters.

HIGHW AYS

The outcome of the planning enquiry into the
proposed Westbury Bypass is awaited. We hope
the decision is not made for the wrong reasons.
We are aware that one of the priorities of the
Wiltshire Council is to solve the West

Ashton/Yarnbrook traffic congestion problem
and we believe it has been flagged up as a
scheme requiring urgent attention.
As mentioned in the last issue Wiltshire Police
are carrying out speed checks in the Village so
please watch your speed.
Very soon now we are expecting work to
commence on moving the 30mph limit much
further up the road towards Bratton. New road
markings will also be provided to advise drivers
of the need to slow down as they enter the
village.

LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN

Work has commenced on this by the WWDC
and we are expecting the consultative
documents to be issued around
August/September this year.
Wiltshire Council have been advised by the
Government that they will need to build 21,000
new homes in the period covered by the plan up
to 2026. 6,000 of those are to be built in the
Trowbridge area. Clearly the land either side of
West Ashton Road, even though much of it is
flood plain, will, we suspect, be a target for
developers.

We would like to think that the flood plain
would restrict the volume of building in the
valley between West Ashton and Trowbridge
but we know of one developer who has already
submitted what is termed a "Development
Concept" for the area. Your Council will have
met in February to consider what we think may
well be being proposed for housing
development within our Parish Boundary and to
send you views and concerns to the Local
Development Team before the consultative
documents are prepared.

By the time you read this the winter should be
behind us, spring will be with us and we can all
look forward to a wonderful English summer…
we hope.

Peter Westlake
Chairman

West Ashton Parish Council  
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Subterranean Travellers Invade WestAshton

Overnight, a party, or labour of
moles, set up home in the rich soil
of a garden in Bratton Road. The

Union Jack was raised, even one of the
dwellings was given a name. Horrified
Wendy Bartlett, was appalled at the bare
faced cheek of the invaders, and reports
that planning permission had not been
applied for. If anyone knows of any tips to
evict these unwelcome visitors, please let
us know.

Jo Watkins

Footnote: Following Wendy's successful campaign, the pedestrian crossing in West
Ashton Road was completed late last year.

Poppy Appeal

Jo Watkins, Jan Morris, Jackie Bradley and Lyn
Pybus, volunteered to collect for The Royal
British Legion. Unfortunately, Margaret Moore
missed the photo shoot as she was out collecting
at the time. They collected a total of £164.75 in
and around West Ashton.

Peter Westlake, Chairman of the
parish council, laid a wreath in
memory of those of the parish who
had died fighting for their country.
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WAM Goes on Holiday (1)

Voices of Angels

On a wet and windy unseasonable Friday
evening in December we donned our
coats and hats and ventured to St Johns

Church in West Ashton for a Carol Concert by
Cantamus - not our usual routine for a Friday
evening!  Neither of us knew what to expect so
were surprised to see the church bustling with
people partaking of mince pies and mulled wine
- a seasonal and much appreciated gesture!

Silence fell on the audience and we waited in
anticipation of what might follow.  After a
friendly and warm welcome from the conductor
the choir began to sing - it was as though
angels were singing from above, a totally

magical experience made even more enjoyable
as the audience were invited to join the choir in
singing a number of carols.

In the current climate of such doom and gloom
which seems to be affecting everyone in one
way or another, it really lightened our spirits
and brought the true meaning of Christmas to
the fore.

We would like to thank Jo Watkins and friends
for staging such a concert and most of all, to
Cantamus for entertaining us so well.  Many
thanks to one and all.

Neil and Roe Heard

David (our Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator) and Jackie Bradley, spent a month
touring France last September. The view must have been terrific.
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Ladies at Leisure

West Ashton Wives - Lesley
Bastone demonstrated the art of
sugar craft at the November

meeting, and kindly donated the decorated
Christmas cake as first prize in the raffle.
The lucky winner was Carol Griffiths who
will be giving a jewellery making
demonstration at the meeting on April 1st.

Sylvia Preston 

I f you've ever thought of getting away to a
far off land (just for a few hours mind) then
take a trip up the A36 towards Bath and

you'll find just the place. That's just what
members of the West Ashton W.I. did with
assorted guests and partners on a Sunday in
November.  The American Museum in Britain,
on Claverton Down, is quite remarkable, set in
woodland with wonderful views across Limpley
Valley and with a 19th century mansion house
as the centrepiece (designed by Wyattville, the
same architect who embellished Rood Ashton
Manor).

The Museum is the only one of its kind in this
country and was the brainchild of three
entrepreneurs in the 1960's, one of whom was
an American who desired to have a place to
show something of the culture of his home
country. All the artefacts in the museum are

genuine historical pieces with many of them
placed in re-created rooms in order to depict a
certain period. Among the highlights was the
Massachusetts Keeping Room C.1690, Santos
figures carved by Indians from the New Mexico
region and a room with some huge and
extraordinarily intricate folk quilts.

In the run up to Christmas the Museum is
seasonally decorated by the staff in a variety of
ways including the placing of a gigantic tree in
the hallway.

A very enjoyable visit altogether, rounded off
with a nice cup of tea and a Connecticut
Snickerdoodle! *

Paul Workman

* A sort of cake - cum biscuit.

Yankee Doodle Sunday
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An Evacuee’s Story

I t is clear that West Ashton has something of
a "tradition" for attracting people to stay
from far afield and for a variety of reasons.

Just recently correspondence between the Rev.
Alan Coutts and a lady who spent four years of
her early life on our patch, has given us
glimpses of her experiences here, having
arrived through forced circumstances. 

The uncertain times of the late 1930's led Beryl
Westley and her brother Alan to be moved
together to Bath on 1st September 1939, as
Beryl's grandfather had warned that should war
come it would be best for Alan to be sent away
being that he was a nervy boy. They had come
from the Ripple School, in Barking, Essex,
Beryl being just over six years old and Alan
eight. The fact that they were kept together was
the best bit about their time in Bath, says Beryl,
where they stayed in three different billets and
enjoyed the Christmas festivities in Bath Abbey.

The two soon returned to Essex to be with mum
Miriam and dad Ernest but the worsening
international situation meant that once more
Beryl and Alan found themselves in the West
Country, this time being "placed" at Steeple
Ashton. After a brief spell of a week Alan was
moved to Yarnbrook to stay with Mrs Mary
Rose at "The Beeches" whilst Beryl remained
at a cottage in the High Street in Steeple
Ashton. 

Beryl recalls the first months at Steeple Ashton
as not being the happiest, feeling very much on
her own in the evenings and not particularly
welcome (apparently a not uncommon
experience for evacuee children in various parts
of the country) but she does remember enjoying
playing with the local children. 

However, in June 1941 Beryl's outlook
improved greatly, as a get-together was
arranged at "Meadowbank" at East Town to
celebrate both Alan's and Beryl's  birthdays,
which had fallen on 6th and 8th respectively.
"Meadowbank" was the home to Archie and
Blanche Bennett, Blanche being the daughter of
Mrs Mary Rose from Yarnbrook. Beryl was

made a fuss of and immediately felt at home,
prompting a plea to mum and dad to let her
transfer from Steeple Ashton. Her wish was
granted, Archie and Blanche Bennett became
her foster parents and there followed three
years of happy times at East Town. 

Apparently "Meadowbank" had briefly been
home to other evacuees before, and Beryl
remembers another family in the village, the
Malletts, Ann, Margaret, John and baby
McKenzie, who had fled from Guernsey before
the Germans arrived, so quickly in fact that
they had landed in East Town without any toys!  

An exciting incident that stands out for Beryl is
the day an American glider mistakenly landed
in a field behind where the Malletts were
staying. It was due to be removed the following
morning, "So I went alone to see it. It was not
quite dusk, a light breeze blowing. It was very
quiet and quite eerie as I looked inside the
empty glider". 

The jumbled recollections of her stay in the
area are often quite vivid, such as the fragrant
smell of pine trees, the smell of wood smoke,
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An Evacuee’s Story (continued)
the Steeple Ashton Vicarage fete, the
blacksmith (still there in 1965 when Beryl
made a lone weekend return visit to Wiltshire),
a "daily help" lady on her bicycle and sweet pea
button holes. One poignant memory was of
being told to keep a boy amused in a garden in
Steeple Ashton whilst his mother was being
given the grave news of the loss of his father at
sea. She also recalls a gypsy encampment on
the roadside near the double bend on Sandy
Lane; the field nearby was "full of yellow
flowers". 

There was the St John's Christmas tea party of
1943, a fete at West Ashton Vicarage where
children from the school put on a play, "The
King's Penknife" and regular socials at West
Ashton Village Hall attended by American
servicemen who would hand out badges, sweets
and chewing gum to the children whilst a three-
piece band played on and cherryade ("My
favourite") was served!

Beryl attended West Ashton School where they
had gas mask drills on the front and she recalls
fondly the very nice teacher, Miss Lydia

Hallam who died shortly after the war and lies
in St John's churchyard. She also recalls, not so
fondly, having to take the 11+ exam (from
Essex County Council) all on her own except
for the Vicar, in the infants room while the rest
of the school carried on, causing a bit of noise.
"I of course didn't pass…"

Beryl retuned to Essex on 22 June 1944 just
before the war ended, doing office work after
leaving school but then deciding on a career in
nursing. 
Any career at all may never have happened
though, as on the 23 June, Beryl's return to her
hometown coincided with the arrival of a
"doodlebug" V1 flying bomb, which exploded
in a nearby school field surrounded by houses! 

Being parted from her parents and also her
brother during those years has affected Beryl
greatly all her life; though mum especially
visited as often as she could. However her short
time in our area must have made an impression
on Beryl because even though "my roots are
here (in Essex), my heart is in Wiltshire".  

Paul Workman

Beryl Westley, Age 6, and Alan Westley, Age 8, in 1939.
Opposite: Beryl and Alan with their father Ernest Westley in East Town, 1941
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Larkrise Community Farm News

Here we are into another year, ours
started out very cold and frozen,
like I suspect many others. All our

pipes had frozen which meant lugging
water out to all the stock in buckets as the
classroom was the only access to running
water (it certainly brought back memories
of the old farm).

During December we were asked to take
two of our sheep to star in a Nativity play
in Bath, so myself, Roger, Clare and
Alison (one of our volunteer team) hauled
Fred and Flora, our two friendliest sheep,
to St. Luke's in Bath. They behaved
impeccably well (and so did the sheep!)
And Alison and myself found ourselves
performing as shepherds! I hadn't starred
in a Nativity since school but it was a
super night, the church was warm and
inviting and the sheep had no worries
about all the people inside. Of course the
animals were very popular with the
children and we've already been booked
for next year!

Larkrise Community Farm is now able to
offer our students NVQs through a
Training provider, Hadden Training, we
can now give training to all the students,
staff and volunteers to gain an NVQ in
Horse Care and Animal Care levels 2 and
3.

We had an unusual windfall recently when
21 pairs of brightly coloured Wellington
boots (albeit slightly faded) were donated
by Shaw Trust's Palmer Gardens in
Islington. With the weather seemingly
getting wetter we found we were short of
Wellies for our students so these "end of
lines" will come in very handy.

We have a few projects pending this year
to benefit the farm and all the students,
visitors and adult users. More news on
these schemes in future issues but
remember our door is always open to the
public so please come and visit. Hope to
see you soon.

Wendy Self

WAM Nearly Goes on Holiday 

I n a previous edition, we reported that
Megan and Tony Kane would be celebrating
their Golden Wedding anniversary in

Ireland in September, but with all the
excitement, they forgot to pack the magazine.
Treated like VIPs, the Irish hospitality was
second to none, with trips organised by the
family around Killarny, tickets to see
Riverdance, Irish music and dancing, and a 12
mile cruise to the Gap of Dunloe. Although the
pace of life is slow, like anywhere else, Ireland
has its share of motorways, but it came as no
surprise to see a lorry using a roundabout to
park while making deliveries, and jaunty horse
and carriages mixing with the rest of the traffic.
Below we see Megan and Tony with the
McGillycuddy Reeks in the background.
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West Ashton WI

M embers had an extended festive
season starting with a very
informative wine tasting evening

in November when a merry time was had
by all. In December there was the
fellowship of the Spinners Group carol
service at North Bradley enriched by a
delightful choir from the local school and
our Christmas party when guests from five
other W.I.s joined us and everyone enjoyed
the entertainment by members of the
Hawkridge and Heywood institute. Now
we look forward to the year ahead with an
assortment of monthly speakers, outings

organised by the dinner and cinema clubs,
and the opportunity of airing our views
whilst discussing the resolution for the
A.G.M. or attending a reading group
meeting. Our aim is to inform and
entertain   members in an atmosphere of
fun and fellowship. Meetings are held in
the village hall on the fourth Wednesday of
each month at 7:30p.m.and we are always
pleased to welcome visitors and new
recruits so please come and join us.

Jackie Bradley.

Barking Mad!

Bratton Road was on high alert last
autumn, when 45 bags of bark went
missing from a front garden. The owner

promptly alerted our Neighbourhood Watch co-
ordinator, and reported the theft to the police
who were very thorough, taking about 45
minutes to complete the paperwork. Imagine
this certain person's surprise when a friend
telephoned and asked how he liked the
improvements to his garden. It was only then
that the owner spotted that his flowerbeds and
paths were looking extremely spruce, having

been covered in a layer of mulch. You've
guessed it, the material used was bark. The
friend decided that it would be a nice surprise
to come home to, even folding the empty bags
in a conspicuous pile in the garden. The
gentleman in question then had the
embarrassing task of apologising to the police
and Neighbourhood Watch for wasting their
time - talk about barking up the wrong tree!
Incidentally, we have been assured that pansies
will be on sale as usual this year.

Jo Watkins

WAM Goes on Holiday (2)
Peter and Sandra Hughes spent
Christmas in New Zealand with
their son Paul. Here is Pete,
having valiantly ascended Ruapane
trig point, on Mount Pirongia,
North Island, New Zealand.

This was just before Christmas;
temperature quite cool (only about
80F)



The West Ashton MagazinePage 12

St John’s Church Organ

The delightful Two Manual organ in
St. John's Church was built by the
Bath firm of Sweetland in about

1892. Our sister church, St. Thomas's,
along with many other churches
throughout the country, also had one but it
was altered and restored by Griffin and
Stroud in the early 1900's.

The incumbent at the time our organ was
built, Revd. W. Penrose, had extensive
correspondence with Sweetland and the
donor, Walter Long of Rood Ashton. There
were two estimates as to the cost. A Single
Manual would come in at £150, whilst a
Two Manual was going to be £175.
Sweetland advised that the instrument
should be positioned so as not to obstruct
the West Window too much, adding that
the new organ "will stand where the
present old one now stands". This implies
the presence of an earlier organ, which
could have been there since the church was
built in 1846. Lord Long instructed the
Rev. Penrose to place an order with
Sweetland requesting that the case be
made of oak and the pipes decorated. The
bill would be £200.    

For those who know a little about organs,
St. John's has a mechanical or 'Tracker'
action to the manuals of 56 notes and
pneumatic action to the pedal board of 25
notes. As we have noted, the organ is
situated under the west window, which is
an ideal place as the sound is projected up
the nave where the congregation are
seated.

The organ has recently been looked at by
two qualified organ builders and they both
agree that although the instrument is
playing reasonably well, it is in desperate

need of a good clean and an overhaul.
They give a very detailed account of what
work needs to be done; in both cases the
cost is £1000's. Though we do have an
organ fund, which has built up over time,
we will need to do some fundraising later
this year.

In addition to church services, the organ
has also been used for concerts, the most
recent being the visit of 'Cantamus' just
before Christmas, which I know was
greatly appreciated by those who attended.
If there is anyone who would like to see
the organ being played or have a go at
playing the instrument for themselves,
please contact either myself on  
01225 774753, or Mrs Sylvia Mills or Mr
David Ovens, churchwardens.

David Chatterton.

Ian Robertson pumping the organ in a pre-
Christmas power cut
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The Powerof Love

Enjoying a quiet lunch in one of
Wiltshire's charming country pubs, a
week or two before Christmas, my

attention was caught by the words of a song
playing in the background.  It was on one of
those Christmas compilation CDs which you
hear endlessly in the shops in the lead up to
Christmas and, thankfully, not at any other
time!  The song (for those who remember!) was
by Frankie Goes To Hollywood and the words
were:

The power of love
A force from above
Cleaning my soul…

…love with tongues of fire
Purge the soul
Make love your goal

That got me thinking about how many hit songs
there have been in the last 20-30 years with the
same title.  I came up with the following list of
artists - you may know of even more!

Celine Dion, Jennifer Rush, Air Supply, Andrea
Bocelli, Laura Branegan, Huey Lewis and the
News, Dee-Lite, Sailor Moon, Luther Vandross,
T-Bone Burnett. 

Obviously that phrase 'the power of love' has a

deep resonance in popular culture.  This train of
thought led on to a famous quotation which I
had often heard, but did not realise was actually
attributed to another rock music 'legend',
Sixties' guitarist Jimmy Hendrix.

"When the power of love overcomes the love of
power the world will know peace."

If you think about it, that is a very profound
statement.  But I would add an important rider
to that sentiment.  There is only one love
powerful enough to bring peace to human
hearts - and when there is peace in our hearts, it
will spread out to those around us and,
ultimately, to whole nations.  That love came
into the world at Bethlehem 2000 years ago, but
we can still connect with it at any time we
chose and, through a life connected to that love,
find that it truly does have the ability to
overcome the love of power and bring peace to
hearts, homes, communities and, ultimately, the
nations of the earth.  The Sixties dream
(perpetuated in pop music ever since) that
human love alone could change the world
turned out to be an illusion.  The love of God in
Christ will not disappoint us in the same way. 

Allan Coutts
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WA Village Hall - CustomerSurvey

The Village Hall Committee strives to structure events to achieve the maximum
benefit and enjoyment for our guests and especially YOU the villagers. To help in
this we would very much appreciate your comments regarding what you would

like to see in order to achieve this aim.

Raffle
Would you be more likely to buy a ticket if:-
a) There were only 3 or 4 prizes to the value of between £5 & £15.
b) One top prize then 4 to 7 prizes to the value of £2 & £5.
c) Lots of prizes between £1 & £5.
d) Just support a raffle regardless of prizes.

Entertainment
Would you prefer:-
a) A live group/band with lively music supporting a modern dance.
b) A quiet background group/band for waltz/foxtrot dances.
c) A lively disco - 60's, 70's to 90's, current pop or mixture of all.
d) Other entertainment.
Also, would you be prepared to pay more for a live group/band. Up to how much?

Food 
On a scale of 1(poor) to 5(excellent) how do you rate the food provided for these events:-
French evening      ……….
Halloween              ……….
New years eve        ……….
Valentines dinner    ……….
Would you be prepared to pay more for outside caterers:-
£20, £25, £30 per head?

Satisfaction rating of recent events
On a scale of 1(poor) to 5(excellent) how do you rate the overall success of recent events
that you have attended:-
French evening, …….. Halloween, …….. Short Matt Bowls, ……..
Christmas Bingo, …….. New years Eve, …….. Skittle Evening, ……..
Valentines Dinner, ……..

Thank you.
We look forward to receiving your comments and responses to this survey.
Please contact:-  Tom Hill, 7 Orchard Close, West Ashton, Trowbridge,  BA14 6AU

Tel: 01225 765320
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Fond Memories of Flowers Farm

Norman Briebach, who has lived in
New Zealand for many years, a
regular reader of the magazine, and

cousin of Cyril Sweetman, sent us his
memories of a childhood spent at Flowers
Farm as an evacuee during World War 2.
He writes that his grandmother Louise
Sweetman, born in 1875, went to live in
London, and wrote to Gladys and Cecil
Sweetman, his aunt and uncle, on his
mother's behalf, asking if he and his
mother could stay with them at the farm to
get away from the doodlebugs and V2s.
His father was serving in the RAF at the
time. Soon after arrival, he contracted
chicken pox, as he says, not a good start to
country life. He was also 'seen off' by a
Rhode Island Red rooster, which taught
him not to mess about with the wild life.
He also remembers cycling in to
Trowbridge on an old three-wheeled bike,
with his mother walking, but coming back
was all uphill. Norman served his
apprenticeship at Hoopers Coachworks and
later worked for the Post Office. He got
engaged, but decided to start a new life in
New Zealand in 1967, because he couldn't
afford to pay a deposit on a house over
here, returning to his trade to emigrate.
Norman says that in the early sixties, New

Zealand had the fourth highest standard of
living in the world. Nowadays they are a
predominant farming, agricultural and
dairying country with wine coming up fast.

Alas, Flowers Farm is no more. Cyril
Sweetman writes that a bungalow number
22, Bratton Road, now stands on the site,
and the farm buildings behind were
situated where the houses in Ashton
Heights now stand. Geoff Davis says that
there is no sign of it on the map attached
to documents relating to the purchase of
his bungalow number 20, which is shown
as part of Westholme Farm. However, it
would appear to have been in existence in
1939 as there is mention in one
conveyance document of an Alfred
Frederick Sweetman of Flowers Farm,
West Ashton. Edna Morse who lives at
number 22, has confirmed that her
bungalow stands on the site of Westholme
Farm, and was previously known as
Flowers Farm, but has no idea when and
why the name was changed. If anyone has
any further information, please get in
touch.  

Jo Watkins

Flower's Farm, with
Louise Sweetman,
Norman's mother at the
gate
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West Ashton School

Abelated happy new year to every reader
from the Children, Staff and Governors of
West Ashton Church of England Voluntary

Aided Primary School.  Since the last article the
school has been about its business in its usual
busy way, carol singing around the village,
putting on a nativity production in the St John's
Church and moving classrooms around to
facilitate the building work.

Before going into detail about our Christmas
activity I would just like to refer back to the
School Travel Plan which was mentioned in the
last issue of this magazine.  The travel plan is a
document that is meant to aid the school in its
objective of reducing the amount of cars coming
into the village on school business, which, as we
all know, is primarily children being dropped off
and being picked up from school.  What the plan
demonstrates is that the school is committed to
reducing traffic in the village; a subject which I
know can be quite a contentious issue.  Please
be assured that we are doing all in our power to
make West Ashton a safer and less busy place
and I would ask for your support in achieving
this.

On Thursday 11th December 2008 a group of
pupils, ex-pupils and musicians who teach brass
interments in school, assembled to sing carols
around the village.  It was quite a cold night but
we started out from Orchard Close making our
way up and down the village, arriving back at
school for a welcome soup supper.  As always
you were extremely generous and we managed
to raise over £100 for the neo-natal unit at Bath
Hospital.  Your generosity did not stop there as
we also received another cheque for a £100 to
be put into school funds.  We were all very
grateful for this donation, which was made as a
way of saying thank-you for keeping alive the
traditional spirit of Christmas.  The money will be
put to very good use. 

The nativity production this year was written by
the older children in the school.  The singing by
the choir was of the highest quality and the
youngest children made the celebration extra
special by dressing up in costume to represent
Mary, Joseph the Shepherds and Angels and all
the other characters from the Christmas story.

All parents and villagers had a thoroughly good
time and enjoyed a cup of tea and a mince pie
back at school afterwards.

The building work began in the October half term
and already the basic structures of the new
classrooms can be seen.  It has meant that
some of our children have had to move
classrooms whilst the work is in progress but
they are coping extremely well in true West
Ashton style.  I hope that the building work is not
causing too much disruption for you and I would
like to thank you for your patience whilst the
building continues.

If you are interested in getting to know more
about what the children are learning, you are
more than welcome to come into school on a
Friday at 2.30pm.  On a Friday we take the
opportunity to celebrate some of what the
children have achieved throughout the week as
well as joining in a small act of collective
Worship.  All who attend find this a very fulfilling
experience and I would highly recommend this to
you if you have the time to spare.

To finish with, I would just like to remind you of
the dates for school holiday arrangements. The
school has a half term holiday and the school is
closed on Monday 25th May through to Friday
29th May.  Children come back into school on
Monday 1st June.

The summer holiday begins on Monday 27 July
2009 although the school will actually be closed
on Thursday 23rd and Friday 24th.  There will be
a teacher training day  on Tuesday 1st
September and the school will reopen to all
Wednesday 2nd September.

As always, if you have any ideas or suggestions
that you think would be of mutual benefit to both
village and school, please don't hesitate to get in
touch - our door is always open.

Jonathan Barber
Headteacher West Ashton Church of England

(VA) Primary School
Contactable on 01225 754354

Or email head@westashton.wilts.sch.uk or
admin@westashton.wilts.sch.uk 
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Bill Kemp’ s House

I t all started when Norman Briebach a
relative of Cyril Sweetman and reader of the
magazine from New Zealand, sent in this

old photo of Bill's house. "Who is Bill Kemp?"
we hear you all cry. Well, we didn't know
either, so we got in touch with Cyril who has
lived in the village all his life, and he was able
to come up with the answer.

Cyril writes that Bill, a London policeman born
in 1873 and who died in 1971, came from
Billericay, but doesn't know when or why he
came to West Ashton. While living here, he was
churchwarden, parish councillor and parish
representative on the Warminster and Westbury
district council. He lived in Woodview House,
121, Yarnbrook Road, where Brian and Jackie
Sweetman later lived, and which is located
about 50 yards down the first lane on the right
towards Yarnbrook. It cannot be seen from the
road because of a high hedge, which answers
the question why we found it difficult to place.
Also, because the photo was taken from the rear
side, it would be unrecognisable today. In the
1930s, when approaching 60, he constructed a

tennis court in the field between his house and
the road, and taught himself to play tennis. He
owned an old Clyno car and later on an Austin
(Cyril believes a 10), and drove to London to
see his sons when he was 90. He married Alice
Sweetman, Cyril's father's aunt, who was born
in Flowers Farm (see article on Page 15) in
1868, and both are buried in West Ashton
churchyard. Cyril adds that the house runs
alongside public path No 20 for those interested
in taking a look.

Jo Watkins.

Castle Lodge

Photos sent in by Norman Briebach taken in the
1920s, of his father standing in the archway of
Castle Lodge on the A350.  On the left he is
dressed in his Scout Leader's uniform. 
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Spotlight on Rees Jenkin

I f you went to the Christmas concert in our
church last year, you would have seen Rees
in the choir. He joined Cantamus chamber

choir, based in Winsley, five years ago as a
tenor. Taking a break in the summer, the choir
performs the rest of the year, usually appearing
by invitation at smaller events such as ours, and
staging one or two large concerts each year.
Last year's performance 'Pushing Boundaries'
took place at the Wiltshire Music Centre, where
they proved their versatility by singing with the
jazz ensemble, as well as performing their usual
repertoire covering both sacred and secular
works. Another is planned in May. Born in
Dartford, Kent, and quickly discovering his
love of music, Rees at the age of 11 joined the
school and church choir, and learnt to play the
flute. He later moved to Cornwall with his wife
Pat, where he lived for 19 years, working as
stations manager for British Rail. Traditionally,
Cornwall abounds in choirs, and Rees quickly
immersed himself in chamber and larger choirs.
Joining the Three Spires choir, he sang in Truro
Cathedral and performed in major works. He is
very proud to have worked with conductor
Richard Hickox, the present conductor at
Sydney Opera House. Rees also ran a children's

instrumental group for the Methodist church for
about four years, comprising of flute, oboe,
bassoon and two clarinets. Prizewinners, they
gave concerts to churches and other
organisations around Cornwall. As well as
bringing up two daughters, he also helped Pat
with their Bed and Breakfast business which
she ran for eight years. Seconded to the
privatisation implementation scheme, he was
transferred to Westbury in 1995. His house in
Bratton Road appealed straight away, and was
close enough when he was on call. Although
retiring in 1997, he quickly decided that he'd
prefer to be busy. He started work with Virgin
Mobile as police liaison officer, and has been
there ever since, with no plans for retirement.
During family get togethers, joined by his
daughters on the oboe and cello the family play
Bach, Handel, Telemann and other baroque
composers. With his grandchildren waiting in
the wings, it won't be long before he extends
his own family music group.  Self taught, he
tinkles on the piano to relax and potters in the
garden. Like a good many others who live in
Bratton Road, he has noticed that the volume
and noise of the traffic has increased over the
years. Jo Watkins
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Memories of West Ashton Village Shop

M y first recollection
of a "shop" in West
Ashton, was a

Welsh dresser inside the door
of No 1, Doreen Cottages
(now 41, Bratton Road) which
was located inside a porch
shared with No 2 (now 43,
Bratton Road). The shop
featured in the photo in a
previous magazine did not
exist. The range of goods
must have been very small,
but my only interest was
sweets which were two
ounces for an old penny. An
ex resident can also remember
that a shop existed before the
Hollands took over. As far as
I can remember, it was run by
a Mrs. Knolton who had a son George at the
school. When she left, Stanley and Madge
Holland went to live in the house. This was
about 1930 when Rood Ashton Estate was sold,
and the four Doreen Cottages (named after
Lady Doreen Long) were purchased by Tommy
and Annie Holland, Stan's parents. They lived
in Red House Farm now demolished, the
newest part of Orchard Close now stands on the
site. I do not know when the extension, shown
in the photo featuring Ted Barnett, and which
then formed the shop, was built, but it included
the present door to No 41. The shop was
situated in the front half of the extension, and
the rear half was used for either storage or
living accommodation. Inside the front door
was a passage with a door leading to the rear
section, the counter was on the left, and the
shop itself (not open to the public) was
accessed by a raised flap near the rear door.
When a customer opened the door, the
shopkeeper was alerted by a single 'clang' bell,
and she came in through the door at the rear.
This is only relevant, as it leads me to think that
the extension was built by or for the Hollands
and run initially by Madge, as I used to go there

regularly to buy cigarettes for
an old man (William Amer),
who lived in No 69. He
smoked Players Medium
which cost 11½d old money
(nearly 5p) for 20, and 6d
(2½p) for 10. He used to give
me a shilling for a 20 pack,
and I could keep the ½d
change and have one cigarette
card or two packs of 10 and
have two cards - usually the
latter. I still have the card
sets, some loose and some in
albums. Whilst there is a bit
of uncertainty about Madge's
running of the shop, what is
certain is, that at some stage,
Ted and Daisy Barnett took it
over and ran it for several

years until Daisy was seriously ill and had to
give it up. At that stage, Madge Holland took it
on again, and ran it until its final closure.

Cyril Sweetman.

The photo of Ted Barnett outside the shop, was
taken about 1948. Eds. 

Cyril  also tells us that before general house
numbering was introduced in the village,
Doreen Cottages were numbered 1-4 from the
bottom upwards. On re-numbering the sequence
was retained, with the lowest, No 41 at the
bottom to No 47 at the top of the row, whilst the
village system is lowest at the top, increasing
downwards.

The photo shows Daisy Barnett (nee Potter)
who used to run the village shop with husband
Ted. This photo courtesy of Ruth Armitage,
Daisy's daughter, was taken about 1930 when
she worked as a cook at Rood Ashton House
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WAM Goes on Holiday (3 & 4)
Peter and Catherine Holland
chose the Baltic Capitals
holiday last summer, cruising
on the Oriana. This is a photo
of the Cathedral of the
Resurrection (Saviour on the
Blood) in St Petersburg. Built
in 1883-1907 to the design of
Alfred Parland, on the site of
the tragic attempt on the life of
Emperor Alexander 11 by
terrorist I. Grinevitskij on 1
March 1881. This masterpiece
of art, features the carpet-like
mosaic decoration of the walls
and vault executed to the design
of Victor Vasnetsov, Mikhail
Nesterov, and Andrei
Riabushkin.

Richard and Jean Covington took their
West Ashton magazine to Nepal, seen
here at Annapurna Base Camp on day
six of the twelve day trek in the
Annapurna Sanctuary. The views at
4130m (about 13,500 feet) were
breathtaking, or was that the altitude?
The trip ended with a stay at the
Chitwan National Park and finally a
few days in Kathmandu. Not forgetting
for those of you familiar with
W.E.Bowman's mountaineering
adventure story a visit to the "Rum
Doodle" hostelry.
More photographs of the trip can be
found on the internet at:-
http://www.flickr.com/photos/3266158
6@N03/
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Wildlife in WestAshton
WHERE HAVE ALL THE BIRDS GONE?

I have lived in Bratton Road since December
1995 and it would seem that there have been
some changes in the wildlife activities in the
area.

I can recall in those days there would be Mistle
Thrushes singing in the top of the oak tree in
my garden and such a sound they made
too. They seem to have disappeared over
the past few years and even the smaller
thrush is conspicuous by its absence. Both
the Green and Spotted Woodpeckers
would be regular visitors to the local
gardens but the Spotted has been absent
for a while. The Green Woodpecker is
still occasionally seen and the sexes can be
identified with the area around the eye being all
black on the female and a red mark under the
eye on the male.

The common Sparrow has also diminished in
numbers and is now outnumbered by Blue tits
and Great tits. However, Robins and Blackbirds

have maintained a presence and so too the
Wren. Even the voracious Heron who would
patiently wait on the rooftops ready and eager
to devour the goldfish has stayed away. He still
can be seen on the lake down at Yarnbrook
where no doubt a regular meal can be found.
Perhaps there are no Goldfish or Koi to steal
from our gardens anymore - something to think
about. 

Fortunately I have managed to spot other
species of birds from time to time. The
long tailed tit, Goldfinches, Greenfinches,
occasionally a bullfinch searching for
seeds and the more common Chaffinch
and a pair of Blackcaps who are visitors
from the continent.

These are purely my observations of course and
others may have a different concept. Feel free
to advise or even contradict but I feel it's
important that we keep tabs on our countryside
and its natural inhabitants.

Rees Jenkin

Pets Corner- Chesterthe Cat

Richard and Jean Covington got
"Chester" as a kitten about 8 years
ago. He can be seen hunting in

West Ashton but always returns for his
supper before disappearing out again. Like
many cats he spends a lot of his time

sleeping during the day and can be found
in a variety of places including what
appears to be his favourite at the moment,
a cardboard box courtesy of Amazon. Well
how else does the modern man shop for
Xmas?
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Dance Classes

Dee Dee Wilde, ex member of TV's Top
Of The Pops dance group Pan's People
is starting a dance class on Tuesdays

and Thursdays at 10.30 am - 11.30 am.

'You don't have to be a disco diva I'll show you
simple routines that anyone can pick up.
So come along and learn to move to your
favourite hit records!'

Class starts on Tuesday 3rd March. Fee: £6.50p
SEE YOU THERE!

TUESDAYS
West Ashton Village Hall
Bratton Road
West Ashton
Wilts BA 14 6EU                                               

THURSDAYS
Steeple Ashton Village Hall
Church Street
Steeple Ashton
Wilts BA 14 6EW

Y oga is an ancient science based on a
clear understanding of health and it
honours all aspects of our inner being.

It is not a religion, it is not just a physical
workout and it is not a means for escapism or
floating off into a virtual world of fantasy.

Yoga is a practice of the mind and body
working together - a practice which originated
in India many centuries ago. It connects the
breath to the body and the mind to the muscles;
it is more than just a physical experience as it
works on the subtle parts of the body and mind.
The benefits of Yoga  are numerous; quieting
the distractions of the mind, developing a sense
of peace, balance and harmony and the building
up and maintenance of a healthy body.

Whatever your size or shape, you can enjoy the
relaxing and invigorating yoga postures that;
benefit the heart and bones, regulate your
weight, sculpt your body, improve your
concentration, boost your immune system,
enhance your memory,  increase your energy
and vitality and reduce levels of stress.

Anybody can practice yoga; all you need is
loose comfortable clothing, a non slip mat to
practice on and a blanket for the lovely
relaxation part of the session. If you have never
practiced Yoga before, you will need to follow
some simple but important guidelines to ensure
safe practice and to achieve the optimum
benefits from your yoga sessions. If you would
like to join the class below please book your
place as soon as possible.

Yoga for Complete Beginners

YOGA FOR COMPLETE BEGINNERS 
West Ashton V illage Hall

5 weekly sessions - £35

Commencing W ednesday 25th February 2009, - 5.15pm -6.45pm.  

For further det ails about this lovely practice and an application form
please cont act:

Angeline Nicholson (British Wheel of Yoga Tutor)
tel. 01225 777452

email: angeline@matchfashions.com
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Useful Information
Ar t Class Dolly Mixtures in the Village Hall every Friday 9:30-3:30
Electrician Chris Parnell 01225 764874 or 07875 372940
Extensions/Alterations Braieside Ltd. 0845 094 5439 or 07813 394291
Gardner Professional Gardner Claire Richards 07968 143454
Hairdr esser Mobile hairdresser (mens & ladies) - Karen Kenich 01373 822130
Handyman CORGI-registered domestic appliance fitter, painting & decorating, plumbing

& other odd jobs. Garry Tucker 01225 353268 or 07711 837419
Librar y The Mobile Library van is in the village in Orchard Close on alternate Fridays

from 1:40-1:55p.m.
Milk Bullings Dairies deliver Tel: 01380 830458
Newspapers Seend Post Office deliver in the village Tel: 01380 828250
Plumbing/HeatingAN Heating (Justin James) 01225 763286
Police Neighbourhood Watch Scheme

Village Co-ordinator Mr D Bradley 01225 754100
Refuse Collection days vary - seek local advice.

Community Skips in Canal Road Trowbridge for larger items
St John’s Church  Services Sunday at 10.30 a.m. Rev. Allan Coutts Tel: 01225 754826
Tai Chi Village Hall 10:15-11:45 every Monday
Village Hall Secretary Annmarie Francis Tel: 01225 755484

Bookings – David Petrie Tel: 01225  752311
Washing Machine Repairs Pete Marshman Tel:01373 864083
West Ashton Boomerang

Monday-Saturday West Ashton to Trowbridge £1.20 one way. Morning pickup
9.30, return 12noon, afternoon pickup 12.10, return 2pm. Call 01225 753218 to
book.

West Ashton Church of England Junior School 
Head-Teacher Mr J Barber Tel:01225 754354

West Ashton Parish Council
Clerk - Mrs Carol Hackett 01225 760372
Chairman – Mr Peter Westlake 01225 755866

Whist Drive In Village Hall at 7.30 every Thursday
Wives Club Contact Mrs Marlene Pike Tel: 01380 870272

Meeting at 7.30 p.m.on the first Wednesday of each month from September –
May in the Village Hall

W.I. President Jan Morris 01225 766009 
Secretary Jackie Bradley 01225 754100
Meeting at 7.30 p.m. on fourth Wednesday of every month in Village Hall
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Coming Attr actions
Wha t’ s On in West Ashton

Mar ch
Wed 4th Wives Group, Village Hall, 7.30pm Remedial Massage.
Wed 25th WI Annual meeting with sales table. Village hall 7.30pm.
Sat 28th Quiz Night, Village Hall 7.30 for 8pm. Tickets £5 each, 4 to a table

to include light supper. A Village Hall event. Bar and raffle.
April
Wed 1st Wives Group. Jewellery with Carol Griffiths. Village Hall 7.30pm.
Wed 22nd WI Talk/Demo on Fuchsias by Dr. D. Haycroft. Village Hall 7.30pm
Sat 25th Easter Beetle Drive Tickets £3 Light supper. 7 for 7.30pm. A Village 

Hall event. Bar and raffle.
Wed 6th Wives Group. Holiday Souvenir. Village Hall 7.30pm.

May
Wed 6th Wives Group, Village Hall, 7.30pm. Holiday Souvenir
Sun 17th Sunday Lunch, Village Hall, 12.30. for 1pm Tickets £12. A Village 

Hall event. Bar and raffle.
Wed 27th WI, Village Hall 7.30pm. Fish and chip supper with Topical Issues. 

Tickets :  Village Hall events - Annmarie Francis (01225) 755484

There's no doubt about it, walking is good
for you. It's good for your heart, it's good
for your lungs, it's good for the muscle

and bone growth of your children and it's good
for your feeling of wellbeing! Strong scientific
evidence now supports the many benefits to
health of regular walking - it is recommended
that we take at least 10,000 steps a day.

Studies show that walking can:
l Reduce the risk of coronary heart 

disease and stroke 
l Lower blood pressure 
l Reduce high cholesterol 
l Reduce body fat 
l Enhance mental well being 

Walking offers a great way to help kids get the
active habit. If parents express excitement about
the prospect of a walk in the countryside, they
are more likely to transmit this feeling to their
children. It's important to treat the walk as an
exploration or adventure and to go at the child's
pace, no matter how often they want to stop and

look at things; take treats to eat and plenty to
drink; and head for some landmark that will
appeal to them such as a castle, a playground,
an ice cream van or a boating pond. If children
experience walking as part of a fun activity
they are more likely to want to go again.

So, how do you find out what is on offer? John
Harris, a keen walker, got fed up with the lack
of information on walks that were going on in
the County. So, he decided that if he couldn't
find what he was looking for - he had better
create it! So http://www.walkinginwiltshire.org.uk
came into being. This website gives you all the
information you need for the best walking in
the County:

Details of more than 80 walks to download and
print free, details of all the Wiltshire walking
groups, maps and walk books - plus loads more
information. 

So check out the website and get walking!

Wiltshir e Walk Web Guide


