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T he West Ashton Magazine is published quarterly by the West Ashton Parish 
Council. WAPC has devolved full authority for the magazine to an 
independent volunteer Editorial Group formed for the sole purpose of 

producing this magazine. The intention is to inform and entertain the residents of 
West Ashton. Views expressed are those of the authors, and do not necessarily 
reflect the views of the Parish Council or the Editorial Group. 
 
The magazine is distributed free of charge to all residents of West Ashton village. 
The Editors warmly invite you to submit reports, articles and photographs relating 
to past or future village issues and events, or any subject that may be of interest to 
the readership. 
 
We prefer typed or electronic material. All photos will be returned. 
 
We want the content of the magazine to be primarily editorial, but we will include 
small advertisements for local businesses based in West Ashton. 
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Editorial 

W ell it is official, this last 
winter has been the 
coldest for 100 years. 

Luckily, not too many things were 
cancelled – our valiant school 
children started their carols around 
the village, but had to call it a day in 
the end because of sub zero 
temperatures. Most of us did our bit 
for the bird population, but even the 
water in the chicken runs froze as 
fast as it was delivered. A couple of 
rescue hens were spoiled rotten 
though, strutting around in bespoke 
knitted capes tied with neat little 
bows underneath. (Elasticated 
stomach straps tended to chafe.) 
 
The New Year didn’t start off too 
well in Bratton Road, with a spate of 
burglaries and car thefts. Luckily the 
police turned up trumps and are on 
to the miscreant (the word we would 

like to use is unprintable). Most of 
us are hopeless cases when it comes 
to New Year’s resolutions. However, 
as the government would like 
everybody of a certain age to learn 
to use a computer, here’s hoping that 
all our readers will be online by the 
end of the year. Hope there’s a bit of 
everything for everybody in this 
edition. 

Jo and Paul 

Left: An excellent shot of the rare 
Snowy Owl, captured exclusively 
for WAM by Richard Covington. 
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Letters 

T hank you for the magazine, 
it’s always lovely to read 
about local news and events. 

I took this photo from our kitchen 
window in Shepherd’s Drove of, I 
think, a little owl. We have seen it a 
few times in the morning and believe 
it lives in a dead hollow tree at the 
bottom of our garden. 

 Zoe Collins  

I  was wondering if you would be 
able to help me. My name is 
Mandy Broome and I was a 

student at West Ashton School back 
in 1979 till 1982. I am interested in 
finding any photographs of the 
students, the netball teams from 
1980 and the school plays from 
around the same time. The reason I 
ask is that sadly I have lost all copies 
of such photos, and I would like to 
show my five year old daughter what 

I looked like when I was younger, 
and some of the things I did at 
school. Would it be possible for you 
to put a request out in you magazine 
regarding this? 

 Mandy Broome. 
112, Spalding Avenue, 

York, Yorkshire,  
YO30 6JN 

e-mail: dia_mordan@hotmail.com 
(Note from Editor - see Page 13 

photo) 

 

CANCER RESEARCH UK 
 

ALL DAY BREAKFAST  
SUNDAY MARCH 27TH  

WEST ASHTON VILLAGE HALL 10AM-2PM 
ENTRY BY DONATION 
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Snow Capers 

Left:  
Zoe Cook, Shepherd’s Drove, sent in this 
photo of her children with their giant 
snowman. 

Right:  
Emily Merrett and Ellie Pullen 
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Parish Council Matters 
 1. Planning applications. 
1.1. Larkrise Community Farm, West 
Ashton Road. Construction of hay storage 
barn. Permission with conditions. 
1.2. Plot 6, Bratton Road. Revised design for 
two storey dwelling. Permission with 
conditions. 
1,3. Willow Lodge, 18 Bratton Road. Works 
to willow tree. Consent with conditions. 
1.4. 1 Shepherds Drove. Internal and 
external alterations to include provision of 
first floor. Permission with conditions. 
 
 2. Planning applications being considered 
by Wiltshire Council Planning. 
2.1 Land West of Biss Farm, West Ashton 
Road. See Para 4. 
 
 3. Recreation Land at the rear of 
Shepherds Drove. 
The area is looking much better now that the 
land has been treated with weed killer and 
reseeded. The Parish Council organised a 
Stone Pick Up on the afternoon of Sunday 
the 20th February with the aim of picking up 
all of the surface stones, (of which there 
were many), so that the Council can be 
asked to roller the surface in an attempt to 
assist them in their efforts to have the area 
'Fit for Purpose'  before summertime. 
 
 4. Development of land off West Ashton 
Road, opposite the Wimpey estate. 
Representing the Council, Richard 
Covington attended this planning meeting 
and was largely instrumental in having any 
decision on this application deferred until 
such time as the Wiltshire Highways 
Department were able to demonstrate what 
proposals they would be making for the 
highway infrastructure in the area. 
 

 5. Review of Parish Boundaries. - Official 
term - Governance Review. 
I must be very careful what I say on this 
subject, but in a nutshell, the Trowbridge 
Town Council may be seeking ways and 
means to initiate a review of Parish 
Boundaries. 
When we first heard of this we were not too 
concerned for we were given the impression 
that the aim was to tidy up the boundaries so 
as to eliminate the nonsense, for example 
where all on one street was in one Parish 
except for a couple of houses at the end of 
the street which fell into the adjacent Parish. 
That made some sense to us, but, in a paper 
produced by the Trowbridge Town Council 
it would appear the Town Council have 
ambitions to enlarge the town boundary of 
Trowbridge quite considerably by taking in 
quite large areas of land from smaller 
Parishes such as ours. We see one on the 
main concerns with such a proposal being 
that the smaller Parishes affected would not 
be consulted on changes that could affect the 
residents in their Parish, and change would 
be thrust upon them with their voice very 
much diminished. At the January meeting of 
the Council, it was resolved to write a letter 
to the officer in the Wiltshire Council 
responsible for such reviews and to other 
senior Council members to voice our 
concerns and to state our opposition to any 
such proposal. 
We are aware however, that local authorities 
often move quite slowly on such matters, for 
they are very time consuming. In the present 
climate where staff resources are very 
limited, such a review would not, we think, 
be one of the Councils priorities. 
 
 6. Police Report. 
As many of you will know, we had a 



 

 

Page 7 The West Ashton Magazine 

Parish Council Matters (continued) 
number of burglaries and attempted 
burglaries in West Ashton in January. Other 
nearby villages also suffered the after 
Christmas attention of the thieves, but we 
were pleased to learn the person responsible 
for the burglaries in West Ashton has been 
arrested. The message is clear however that 
in these dark months it is important that 
garages and outbuildings are secure as well 
as the main house. 
 
 7. Speed Limits on the A350 
The Parish Council received a report from 
the WC regarding the speed limits set on the 
stretch of the A350 within our Parish which 
stated the present limits were suitable and no 
changes were necessary, Your Councillors 
did not share that view, and responded 
seeking a lower limit than the 50mph in 
force at present. Our representations had 
some success in that we have secured a 
lower speed limit of 40mph from a point 
north of the traffic lights to the end of the 
housing which is closely associated with the 
village.  We continue however to be of the 
view that because of the known dangers on 
the stretch of road between West Ashton and 
Yarnbrook and particularly taking into 
account the heavy volume of farm traffic, a 
40mph over the whole stretch would be 
much more sensible and we will be making 

that point. 
 
 8. Footpath Wardens. 
Over the winter our new wardens have taken 
the opportunity to walk many of the 
footpaths in our Parish and we hope we will 
have a report from them in time for the 
March meeting. 
 
 9. Local Flood Protection. 
Although flooding is not a problem within 
the Parish, the WC is making available gel 
sacs which are more efficient than the old 
sandbags and of course much easier to store. 
If anyone considers they have a need for 
such a facility, perhaps they will let the 
Parish Clerk know. The gel sacs are £2.50 
each. 
 
 10. Council Charges for West Ashton. 
You will be please to learn that the West 
Ashton part of your overall Council tax will 
remain unchanged for the year 2011/2012. 

  
Peter Westlake. Chairman, West Ashton 

Parish Council. 
 

Restoration work well done. A preservation 
order was placed on the 100 year old barn 
in Shepherd’s Drove, which now provides 
shelter for cars instead of hay carts. 
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Crows 

C rows first came to my attention a 
long time ago and a long way from 
West Ashton. Of course in country 

areas crows are constantly flying and 
cawing away in the background but I first 
really noticed them one afternoon whilst 
waiting for my daughter at her riding 
school. A group of three crows caught my 
eye because of their extraordinary 
behaviour, they seemed to me to be 
deliberately gadding about. I watched for 
about half an hour whilst they squabbled 
and flitted from field to field almost like a 
little gang up to no good. 
 
 Because of their relatively large size and 
black silhouette, crows also appeal to my 
aesthetic eye on account of their contrast 
against the generally rural backdrop and 
sky, usually in small groups but 
occasionally in flocks. One of the most 
astonishingly dramatic natural sights I have 
ever witnessed occurred a couple of years 
ago whilst driving along the Melksham by-
pass. It was getting on for about eight 
o’clock on a late summer evening when of a 
sudden a tumultuous black ‘cloud’ of 
hundreds, if not a thousand, crows burst 
from the trees near the Berryfields 
roundabout.  
 
 That observation and my earlier memory 
prompted me to learn more and I was able 
to do this when, coincidentally, I came 
across a book on the subject of crows 
published by Jonathan Cape in 2007. “Crow 
Country” by Mark Cocker. 
 
 It appears that my ‘huge’ Melksham flock 
was actually tiny in comparison to some 
gatherings that have been recorded; up to 
35,000 crows have been observed in one 

place in Scotland and in another in 1971, 
Hatton Castle in Aberdeenshire, the biggest 
group ever seen in Britain was recorded at 
65,000! In fact Britain and Ireland have 
about 40% of the entire European 
population of these birds. 
 
 Now before we go any further I’d better 
explain exactly what we mean by ‘crow’. 
The birds in question are part of the genus 
corvus which cover a number of species but 
the four we usually see are, in order of size, 
the raven (being the largest), carrion crow, 
rook and jackdaw, the last two being the 
most common. These crows, or corvids, as 
the ornithologists know them, are a highly 
developed group, have highly developed 
powers of flight and are known to have 
greater intelligence than most other birds. I 
can testify to this, as in high winds I have 
observed numbers of individuals repeatedly 
launching themselves off the large oak tree 
in West Ashton School playing field, then 
flying round the top of the tree in order to 
defy the gusts, almost as if they were pitting 
their wits against the elements. 
 
 Generally corvid flocks and certainly those 
that we see around West Ashton, are made 
up of rooks, happily accompanied by a fair 
number of jackdaws. Apparently this 
rook/jackdaw companionship is something 
of a mystery and can’t be fully explained. 
The jackdaw can be distinguished from the 
rook in flight as it is much smaller and 
moves quicker and whilst perched can be 
seen to have a grey ‘headscarf – like’ hood 
around its head. The larger rook, splays its 
outer wing feathers like fingers when in 
flight and when at rest has a pronounced 
grey/white bill. 
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Crows (continued) 

 Rooks and jackdaws, have two places of 
rest, the rookery and the roost. Throughout 
the year the rookery (the canopy of either 
one or a close together group of trees) serves 
as a daily gathering point for flocks before 
they depart for their overnight station (the 
roost) but between February and June it is 
the site of the breeding colony. During this 
period the birds spend all their time either 
around the rookery or fetching and carrying 
nest material or food. 
 
 One of the earliest birds to breed, by 
January rooks have already paired. The twig 
gathering starts in earnest in February and 
although in appearance the nest looks 
substantial it is not in fact particularly 
durable, having no mud reinforcements as 
have the nests of the raven or magpie. 
Rooks have an extraordinary survival 
insurance policy in that incubation begins 
after the second egg is laid. This means that 

the first hatched chicks will be fed and stay 
strong, whereas any further chicks will be 
weaker, either surviving or perishing 
depending on the availability of food.   
 
 It appears there is a definite hierarchical 
pecking order amongst a rook colony. The 
dominant older rooks acquire the higher and 
sheltered spots in the trees whereas the 
younger birds are left with the ‘basement’ 
positions.  
 
 The expression ‘as the crow flies’ probably 
derives from the birds’ regular habit of 
flying in lines on their evening return from 
rookery to roost, an observation recorded by 
Shakespeare in Macbeth; -  
 
 ‘Light thickens, and the crow makes wing to 
th’ rooky wood’.     
 

 Paul Workman 
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Village Hall News 

T he wall has yet again been 
demolished. This time it was 
knocked down by one of the people 

at a children’s party on the Sunday.  If the 
event had been the following Sunday, the 
wall would not have been there as the day 
after it was knocked down we had the 
builders in to widen the entrance by 1 metre 
(39 inches).  My attempts to introduce a 
driving test for all visitors to the hall had 
proved a little problematic, so widening the 
entrance was more of an ”if you cannot beat 
them, avoid them” solution.  Due to the 
weather conditions we have only just been 
able to build up the wall. This time I have 
added a SOLID concrete pillar at the end.  
Cars will now come off far worse than the 
wall! The pillar is slightly separated from 
the wall and will hopefully protect it. 
 
 The wall was replaced by 1pm on a Monday 
and covered over to protect it from rain and 
frost.  However, despite the cones and the 
protection a couple of school children were 
helped by their mum to walk along the wall 
and along the plastic followed by jumping 
off the pillar. The only damage was to the 
end brick which I had to cement back into 
place. See the next magazine for the 
continuing pillar story. 
 
 The hall has experienced a series of lights 
being left on, heaters being left on and even 
doors being left unlocked and we have had 
to institute a charge for regular offenders to 
cover the increased costs. Our electricity 
bills, like everyone else’s have been high 
due to the very bad weather in December. 
 
 It has also been a strange winter for events, 
with attendances being lower than usual, 
despite the excellent food provided by the 

new caterer and by the entertainment, which 
has been of a different quality this year and 
much more costly. The Mangledwurzels 
were the first event where there was a drop 
in numbers. This was followed by similar 
numbers at the Halloween event. The 
musical evening with Pete Allen was well 
attended.  Despite having the excellent duo 
“Us Two” at the Christmas Party (who are 
booked for New Year’s Eve 2011/2012) the 
numbers only just allowed the Hall to break 
even. 
 
New Year’s Eve this year was also lower in 
numbers than expected, despite music by 
Kevin Keys.  We can only hope that the 
Church v Village skittles match will see an 
upturn in numbers and that both the 
Valentine’s Dance on 12th February and the 
St Patrick’s Day celebration with Raggle 
Taggle on 19th March as well as the St. 
George’s Day/Easter event on 23rd April will 
see an upturn in numbers as the weather gets 
warmer. 
 
 On the positive side, individual bookings 
are once again up. Just before Christmas, the 
school used the hall for its Christmas meal 
and party.  Several other parties have used 
the hall and we have even had a bouncy 
castle full of kids. 
 
 The committee is still looking out for new 
members so, if you want to support your 
village hall, please contact Ron Pybus  
(01225 774440).  Your help would be much 
appreciated. 
 

 Ron Pybus, Secretary. 
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Village Hall News (continued) 

Village Hall 50 Club Winners 
November 2010 - Mrs. E Trigger, Mrs. D Peat, Mr. R White 
December 2010 – Mrs. P Jenkin, Mr. L Richardson, Mrs. P Richardson 
New Year’s Eve – Mrs. R Pike, Mr. D Petrie, Mr. R Piggott 
January 2011 – Mrs. P Baxter, Mr. R Matthews, Mrs. E Trigger. 

Litter Pick Pic 

H ere is the ‘haul’ 
of litter picked 
up along East 

Town Road and the 
junction of Sand Lane on 
9 January. Just the bottles 
mind – in addition there 
was a bagful of other 
sundry detritus collected. 
Perhaps, just by picking 
up the odd piece of 
discarded rubbish if 
you’re out walking in our 
surrounding area, we 
could keep the pollution 
down. 
 

 Paul Workman 
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West Ashton School 

I  thought rather than spend this time 
talking about what has been 
happening in school, I would tackle 

an issue head-on that I know is causing 
much concern for all of us – namely that 
of parking. 
 
 Of course, there can be no excuse for 
inconsiderate parking from our parents 
and I would very much like an 
opportunity for a frank exchange of 
views on how to tackle the traffic issue.  
What I would like to do is hold a public 
meeting on Thursday 22nd March at 
6.00pm in the school hall.   
 
 I look forward to meeting as many 
people from West Ashton Village as 
possible at this meeting and if anyone 
could think of any other parties that may 
be beneficial to finding solutions to our 
mutual problems, please do not hesitate 
to get in touch and I will formally invite 
them to this meeting. 
 
 As always, if you would like to talk to 
me privately about any issue, please 
don’t hesitate to come and see me.  I’ll 
leave you with some key dates for this 
year: 
 
 Monday 28th February 2011 – Start of 
Term 4 
Monday 11th April 2011 – Monday 25th 
April 2011 – Easter Holiday 
Tuesday 26th April 2011 – Start of Term 
5 
Monday 2nd May 2011 – Bank Holiday 

Monday 30th May 2011 – Friday 3rd 
June 2011 Half Term 
Thursday 21st July 2011 and Friday 22nd 
July 2011 TD Days (School closed to 
children) 
Monday 25th July 2011 to Wednesday 
31st September 2011 – Summer Holiday 
Thursday 1st September 2011 and Friday 
2nd September 2011 – Likely TD Days 
(School closed to children)  

 Jonathan Barber 
Headteacher West Ashton Church of 

England (VA) Primary School 
Contactable on 01225 754354 

Or email head@westashton.wilts.sch.uk 
or admin@westashton.wilts.sch.uk    

 
Below: Katie Hackett, Orchard Close 
and a pupil at West Ashton School with 
her Christingle in church. 
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A Netball Lesson 1978 

 
Photo courtesy Jean Glass 

Mrs. Stacey (Headteacher), Susan Cooper, Jane Puddy, Annali Court ,?, 
Sarah Bradley, Debbie Glass, Sarah Boardman, Karen ? 
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Ladies at Leisure 
West Ashton WI 
 
As I write this mid January I am aware that 
it will not be read until March; let us hope 
that we have some beautiful spring weather 
to look forward to at that time. 
 
 Our Ghost Walk which was arranged for 
mid December had to be cancelled due to 
the ice and snow, making both the drive to 
Devizes and the walk when we got there 
decidedly dangerous – maybe ghosts don’t 
do their ghoulish things in the extreme cold 
anyway – who knows!   However our 
Christmas Party in the Village Hall was a 
warm and jolly affair with two ex village 
members making the journey back here for 
the occasion.  It was lovely to see both Pam 
Pheby and Pat Jenkin on that evening. 
 
 We have endeavoured to support the village 

in as many ways as possible during the year, 
with Jackie Bradley, Sylvia Preston, Jo 
Watkins and myself helping to raise £157.40 
towards the Poppy Collection.  Also helping 
with the Carol Concert and hoping, during 
the next couple of months, to start a walking 
group guided by one of our village footpath 
wardens, with a bowl of soup or a cup of tea, 
depending on the time of day, at the end 
provided by the WI.  We were also involved 
in the Help For Heroes campaign in 
Trowbridge Park in June. 
 
 The talk on 27th April is entitled British 
cheeses and anyone who is interested would 
be very welcome.  Equally we welcome new 
members at any time, the fourth Wednesday 
in every month at 7.30 p.m. in the Village 
Hall. 

 Lis Mercer, President 

West Ashton Wives Group 
 
 Our December party went well 
with a demonstration of Jamie 
Oliver Cookware and all 
occasion greetings cards on sale. 
We started our New Year with a 
Bingo session with much 
laughter and banter, and look 
forward to another year of 
friendship and neighbourliness. 
Many thanks to all who support 
us. 

 Sylvia Preston. 
 
 
Left: Catherine Holland adds the 
Midas touch to the gold theme at 
the WI Christmas Party. 
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New Arrivals 

B orn 30th August last year, in the 
RUH Bath, Freddie made his debut 
weighing in at a respectable 8lb 5oz. 

Mother Caroline, says that everything was 
straightforward, with husband Alan giving 
his full support at the birth. Freddie’s five-
year-old sister Lexie, is thrilled with her 
new brother, and likes to help mum look 
after him. Caroline exercised and generally 
kept fit throughout the pregnancy, but still 
has that elusive stone to lose before 
returning to her pre pregnancy weight. You 
might spot her and Alan jogging up and 
down Bratton Road in training for the next 
Bath half marathon in March. After taking a 
year out, Caroline plans to continue with her 
PR and marketing business, working from 

home. As a sporting family, they have 
ambitions for Freddie to play rugby or row 
for England, but of course will always settle 
for good health and happiness. 

 Jo Watkins 

Christmas came earlier than expected at Welham House. Mum Marie-Clare was delivered of 
beautiful baby daughter Keilani (weighing 4 kilo 182 grams) on 21 December at RUH Bath. 
Both mother and daughter were soon back home with dad Stewart and sister Elysia to enjoy the 
Christmas season.  

 Paul Workman 
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Zeal for Your House will Consume Me 

S t John’s Church is part of a larger 
group of Anglican churches for which 
I, and the St. Thomas’ team, are 

responsible. While we seek to protect our 
village identity in West Ashton, it is also 
good to recognise that we are part of the 
wider community of the Trowbridge area. 
Each year our two parishes produce a joint 
‘Motto Card’ and I feel this year’s offering 
is a particularly stunning piece of graphic 
design. I hope it will serve as an inspiring 
introduction to the wider family of which St 
John’s is part, which has just grown to 
include Holy Trinity (“the church in the 
roundabout”) in Trowbridge. Our concern to 
save the latter from possible closure 
provided the inspiration for 2011’s motto, 
taken from the story of Jesus cleansing the 
Temple in John 2:13-17 and Matthew 
21:12-17. 
 
 ‘My house will be called a house of 
prayer… zeal for your house will 
consume me.’ 
 
 These statements are about much more than 
buildings. God’s house is essentially 
anywhere his presence is strongly felt 
(Genesis 28:16-17) and in the New 
Testament, the focus shifts to the living 
house, God’s family on earth (Hebrews 3:6).  
However, the four worship centres pictured 
on the card are symbolic of our four 
‘mission fields’: 
· St Thomas’ Church, its historic parish 
and congregation 
· Kingfisher Church (at the Mead 
School) and Paxcroft Mead 
· Holy Trinity Church and the 
Broadmead Area 
· St John’s West Ashton Church and 

Parish 
 
 The merging of the four buildings creates 
an impressionistic image of the Trowbridge 
skyline denoting our commitment to 
working with other churches in CATA 
(Christian Action in the Trowbridge Area). 
The whole image is dominated by a 
dramatic sky representing: 
· Open heavens over Trowbridge! 

· Eternity breaking into time! 

· Light scattering darkness! 

· Heaven invading earth! 
 
 May we all experience that more and more 
in 2011!  ‘Let your kingdom come… on 
earth as in heaven’. Amen! 

 Allan Coutts 
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More Church News 
 Found in St. John’s church, West Ashton 
– Two hats – One adults flat hat and a 
child’s woolly hat. Also a gold coloured 
chain has been found on the entrance steps. 
If you think these items may belong to you, 
please contact Jean Robertson tel 01225 
760368. 
 
 Royal Wedding Commemorative Service – 
Sunday 1st May : 10.30am 
This will commemorate not only the royal 
wedding to be held on the 29th April, but to 
celebrate all Christian weddings and the 
importance of the vows undertaken. All 
couples that have been married at St. John’s 
are heartily invited to join in this service. A 
toast will be made to the royal couple. All 

are welcome. 
 Music For a Summer Evening – An 
evening of organ music is proposed for 
June/July to celebrate the completion of the 
refurbishment/overhaul of St. John’s organ 
– a varied repertoire will be played by 
David Chatterton and David Davis (our 
resident organ players) – further information 
will be available shortly. 
 
 St. John’s Morning Church Services : 10.30 
every Sunday. 
St. John’s Communion Service : The 1st and 
3rd Sunday of every month : 10.30am. 
You are very welcome to join in the above 
worship. 

Tools With a Mission 

O ur neighbouring parish, Steeple 
Ashton, is home to the Wiltshire 
representative of a remarkable 

charity - Tools With a Mission (TWAM). 
 
 The primary goal of TWAM is to help 
impoverished areas in the world (mainly in 
Africa) by sending unwanted or repairable 
equipment to families or communities for 
them to be used to create employment. 
 
 TWAM grew out of the Baptist Church 
Men’s Movement in the early 1980’s. Since 
then it has grown into an international and 
inter-denominational organisation with 
headquarters in Ipswich. Basically anyone 
with unwanted hand tools, electrical 
tools, sewing machines, knitting 
machines, typewriters, gardening tools, 
educational books etc (basically anything 
that can be useful), can have them 
collected by an area representative who will 
forward them on to the Ipswich HQ. 

 Everything is cleaned, repaired and collated 
into appropriate ‘kits’ and sent to tradesmen 
such as carpenters, builders, electricians, 
motor mechanics, leather workers, plumbers 
etc. Books are made into sets for Primary 
and Secondary Schools. Computers are 
checked and wiped and reloaded with 
software. 
 
 Goods are sealed in 20ft containers and for 
the last two years an average of 20 container 
loads, totalling around 400 tonnes have 
gone out. The demand is increasing and 23 
containers are expected to be sent out in 
2011. 
 
 For further details please see 
www.twam.co.uk 
 Or contact 
Rod Nott 
TWAM Area collector and Wiltshire 
Manager 01380 870037 
rod@churchgoers.co.uk 
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Larkrise Farm News 

A  Happy New Year from 
everybody at the Farm. On 
December 1st 2010, Larkrise 

was able to take on a five year lease on 
Ashton Meadows adjacent to us.  This 
has given us another five acres of 
grazing and stabling, with an open field 
shelter and parking space. With the 
increased number of students rising 
rapidly, we were outgrowing our 
classroom areas, so this came at a good 
time. We hope to use this extra facility 
as an education and visitor centre, and 
hope to improve our teaching structure 
along the way. We will also be able to 
graze our cattle and sheep on the new 
ground and rest our paddocks.  
 
 The horse and pony section has always 
been popular with both the students and 
the children using the Farm Club, so we 

are looking at giving the students a 
small taster of Carriage Driving. 
Obviously this will depend on the 
weather, especially as we are unable to 
do any roadwork, so the only place to 
drive without travelling is around the 
fields, which, with the extra acreage 
when dry, we are able to do.  Another 
project in the pipeline is looking at 
maybe starting a Riding for Disabled 
group on the farm. After doing some 
research, I know that there are not so 
many around in our area, but this is in 
the early stages, so watch this space! 
 
 I would just like to take this opportunity 
to thank the residents of the Village for 
all their support over the past year! 
 

 Wendy Self, Farm Manager 

Immobilise your Christmas Gifts 

N ow Christmas is over and you’re slowly getting the hang of your new laptop 
or working out how to up-load songs to your new i-pod – why not take the 
time to register these items with Immobilise.  Immobilise is a free, private 

and secure portfolio of all your personal property (all items with serial numbers on 
them).  If your property is then lost or stolen and recovered by the Police it will be 
returned to you.   
 
 There are two steps to register your details, STEP ONE – collect all serial numbers 
and details of your property from around your home.   STEP TWO – Visit 
www.immobilise.com and follow the instructions to register your property – go to 
‘create a free account now.’ 
 
 Extract from Neighbourhood News, Trowbridge Rural Neighbourhood Policing 
Newsletter 
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 80th Birthday Congratulations 

P eter White who has lived in Bratton 
Road for over 30 years, recently 
held his birthday party in Heywood 

Village Hall. With over 100 guests 
including five children and 4 
grandchildren, friends and relatives, our 
own village hall, his first choice of venue 
unfortunately proved too small. The 
evening with disco went well, with his 
stepson supplying the music, 
unfortunately, on his return home later in 
the evening, Peter and his wife Bing, 
discovered that the house had been 
burgled. This marred the end of this very 
special occasion, and Peter would like to 
ask everyone who knows that their 
neighbours are away, even for an evening, 
to keep their eyes and ears open. Peter 

was born in Parkstone, Dorset, and moved 
to this area at the age of five when his 
father took over James Long monumental 
masons in Trowbridge. Serving an 
apprenticeship as a mason, and at the very 
young age of 21, Peter took over the 
running of the business when his father 
died, which he sold on his retirement at 
the age of 68. Later on he founded a tool 
hire business, also selling it when he 
retired, to Brandon Tool Hire. As parish 
councillor and Village Hall chairman, 
Peter has seen many changes to our 
village over the years with more houses 
being built and most of the old characters 
gone, a keen music lover, he enjoys 
playing the piano. 

 Jo Watkins 
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Neighbourhood Watch 

H ello from your Neighbourhood 
Watch Coordinator, otherwise 
known as the Neighbourhood 

Watch Man. The title is a bit of a misnomer 
really, because I don't do a lot of watching. 
Some say, ‘ I sit in my lounge peeking 
between the curtains seeing what's going 
on.’ Others say ‘ I meander up and down the 
village, in the dead of night, brandishing a 
torch, looking for burglars and criminals.’ 
Be assured, it’s not true, it’s a myth, it’s a 
fairy tale, it’s a misstatement of fact. I just 
coordinate between the police and the 
members who have volunteered to help in 
the village. Obviously I welcome calls from 
villagers wanting advice and to report any 
unusual activities. 
 
 The main communication I get from the 
police is usually by email that advises of 
immediate concern. i.e. current scams, fake 
officials, burglary activities in the area etc. I 
won’t list the burglaries we had in Bratton 
Road recently but it included broken car 
windows, food stolen from freezers and 
garden ornaments going walkabout as I am 
sure the grapevine kept you informed. 
However, what to do with the emails I 
receive from the police. I’m certainly not 
printing 300 copies and delivering them, so 
I have over the months been gathering email 
address from the villagers I meet. Their 
email is added to a group email list and the 
police copy is forwarded by Bcc (you don’t 
see everybody’s email) to all on that list. 
You might even print a copy to hand to your 
neighbour who does not have email. Some 
already on this list have changed their email 
address so please advise me of your new 
one. 
 
 Your action is: If you want to be added to 

this list just email me to 
david.bradley42@btopenworld.com  with 
the comment “Add to neighbourhood list” 
 
 However, I have requested this in a couple 
of these magazines before and the response 
has been nil, nothing, zero, zilch. I 
sometimes wonder why I bothered? 
But I do, so lets hear from you 
Below is some helpful advice if you want to 
become a burglar!! 
 
13 Things Your Burglar Won’t 
Tell You 

1. Of course I look familiar. I was here just 
last week cleaning your carpets, painting 
your shutters, or delivering your new 
refrigerator.  
2. Hey, thanks for letting me use the 
bathroom when I was working in your yard 
last week. While I was in there, I unlatched 
the back window to make my return a little 
easier. 
3. Love those flowers. That tells me you 
have taste... and taste means there are nice 
things inside. Those garden toys your kids 
leave out always make me wonder what 
type of gaming system they have. 
4. Yes, I really do look for newspapers piled 
up on the driveway. And I might leave a 
pizza flyer in your front door to see how 
long it takes you to remove it. 
5. If it snows while you're out of town, get a 
neighbour to create car and foot tracks into 
the house. Virgin drifts in the driveway are 
a dead giveaway. 
6. If decorative glass is part of your front 
entrance, don't let your alarm company 
install the control pad where I can see if it's 
set. That makes it too easy. 
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Neighbourhood Watch (continued) 
7. A good security company alarms the 
window over the sink. And the windows on 
the second floor, which often access the 
master bedroom - and your jewellery. It's 
not a bad idea to put motion detectors up 
there too. 
8. It's raining, you're fumbling with your 
umbrella, and you forget to lock your door - 
understandable. But understand this: I don't 
take a day off because of bad weather. 
9. I always knock first. If you answer, I'll 
ask for directions somewhere or offer to 
clean your gutters. (Don't take me up on it.) 
10. Do you really think I won't look in your 
sock drawer? I always check dresser 
drawers, the bedside table, and the medicine 
cabinet. 
11. Here's a helpful hint: I almost never go 
into kids' rooms. 
12. You're right: I won't have enough time 
to break into that safe where you keep your 
valuables. But if it's not bolted down, I'll 
take it with me. 
13. A loud TV or radio can be a better 
deterrent than the best alarm system.  
8 MORE THINGS A BURGLAR 
WON'T TELL YOU: 
1. Sometimes, I carry a clipboard.. 
Sometimes, I dress like a lawn guy and 
carry a rake. I do my best to never, ever 
look like a crook. 
2. The two things I hate most: loud dogs and 
nosy neighbours. 
3. I'll break a window to get in, even if it 
makes a little noise. If your neighbour hears 
one loud sound, he'll stop what he's doing 
and wait to hear it again. If he doesn't hear it 
again, he'll just go back to what he was 
doing. It's human nature. 
4. I'm not complaining, but why would you 
pay all that money for a fancy alarm system 
and leave your house without setting it? 

5. I love looking in your windows. I'm 
looking for signs that you're home, and for 
flat screen TVs or gaming systems I'd like. 
I'll drive or walk through your 
neighbourhood at night, before you close 
the blinds, just to pick my targets. 
6. Avoid announcing your vacation on your 
Facebook page. It's easier than you think to 
look up your address. 
7. To you, leaving that window open just a 
crack during the day is a way to let in a little 
fresh air. To me, it's an invitation. 
8. If you don't answer when I knock, I try 
the door. Occasionally, I hit the jackpot and 
walk right in. 
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N etball has always been an all-
consuming passion in Julie’s 
life. There aren’t many people 

around who can truly say that they 
combine work with pleasure. Julie has 
been playing competitively for 30 
years, supplemented by regular gym 
sessions. Originally from Stroud, she 
started playing at primary school and 
rapidly reached county standard. A fast 
player, she plays centre court positions. 
Also a coach, she plays for Team Bath 
and Coombe Down netball clubs, as 
well as coaching Tribe, the Team Bath 
youngsters. Julie is currently apprentice 
coach and team manager for the 
National Talent League and is a County 
talent scout, so she can spot raw talent a 
mile off. She is also head coach for 
Satellite, the counties most talented 
under 14 players, with the potential to 
play for England. With county and 
national involvement, her credentials 
stretch on, although her overall 
commitment is to local issues. With 
very little money to be made from the sport, 
she co-founded Bee-Jays netball club in 
Trowbridge three years ago, and also 
coaches in local schools. At one point, she 
coached our West Ashton school team, and 
got them as far as the West Wilts finals. 
With council backing, she started a ‘Back to 
Netball’ club where anyone over the age of 
16 and interested in the game can play, or 
learn to coach or umpire.  After all, it keeps 
you fit and increases confidence, especially 
important if you’re a younger player. If 
anyone would like more details of the 
scheme, phone Julie on 01225 752473. 
 
 Netball is a growing sport, in fact one of the 
biggest participating female sports in this 

country. Much to her annoyance, it is still 
not recognised as an Olympic sport, 
although it does feature in the 
Commonwealth Games.  With daughter 
Shanara following in mother’s footsteps and 
playing for Tribe, Julie intends to continue 
her involvement in the sport until she drops. 
Living in Bratton Road for the last seven 
years with husband Jason, she loves living 
within a local community surrounded by 
stunning views, but would like to see a 
netball/tennis court in the village for 
community use. So whatever your age, dust 
your trainers off and get in touch with Julie. 
 

 Jo Watkins 

Spotlight on - Julie Abbott 
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West Ashton Film Premiere 

A s Hollywood turns its attention 
to the Oscars, the villagers and 
school children of West Ashton 

will be celebrating their own film 
success at an exciting film premiere. 
The film West Ashton: Our Village 
History will be screened at Trowbridge 
Museum on Saturday 19th March 2011, 
at the launch of the new exhibition 
celebrating the surrounding villages of 
Trowbridge.  
 
 The 10 minute film features the social 
history of the village and personal 
stories from villagers Cyril Sweetman, 
Sylvia Mills and Ken Rogers, who were 
interviewed by Year 6 students from 
West Ashton School. The interviews 
were edited together by project leader 
and film producer Jamie McDine, who 
helped transport students from Diamond 
Class back to the 1930s (thanks to the 
power of film) - with boys and girls 
playing on opposite sides of the 
playground and going on nature walks. 
The children all produced beautiful 
animations to illustrate the stories they 
had been told, from the famous 
Armstrong Whitworth Whitley crash 
landing, to the weavers working in their 
cottages.  The film also features 

beautiful images from around West 
Ashton, Rood Ashton and East Town. 
 
 The exhibition will be officially opened 
by MP Andrew Murrison at Trowbridge 
Museum on Saturday 19th March at 12 
midday, with free wine and nibbles. 
Entry is free and all villagers and school 
pupils are very much welcome - we 
would love to see you there and hope 
you will enjoy watching the film.  The 
film premiere will be at 13:00, being 
played on the big screen in the 
education room of the museum. It will 
then be played throughout the following 
weeks of the exhibition, so if you're 
unable to make it to the premiere, please 
do visit the museum and watch the film 
at a later date. 
 
 If you would like your own copy of the 
film on DVD, then you can buy them 
for just £5 from Jamie, 34 Shepherds 
Drove. You can also call him on 01225 
753467 or email jamie@ivisualise.co.uk 
 

 Jamie McDine 
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Yoga for the Young at Heart 

Y oga is a powerful tool that can 
benefit men and women at all 
stages of their life; particularly 

in the later years when there are so 
many changes taking place and yet the 
body or mind does not appear to 
function as it used too. 
 
 Regular practice of yoga with patience 
can help transform you into a more 
supple and flexible person which means 
in due course of time you can forget 
about the backaches, stiffness and lack 
of mobility whilst experiencing a new 
sense of self-confidence, happiness and 
contentment. 
 
 Yoga is the mind and body work-out 
which originated in India many 
centuries ago. It connects the breath to 
the body and the mind to the muscles. It 
is more than just a physical experience 
as it works gently on the subtle parts of 
the body and mind helping to quieten 
the distractions of the mind whilst 
building a healthy body. 
 
 Yoga postures are gentle and everyone 
can practise them irrespective of age or, 
the fact that they may have never done 
yoga before. These postures (known as 
asanas) are postures to be held, rather 
than exercises, and are performed 
slowly and meditatively combined with 
deep abdominal breathing. These gentle 
movements not only reawaken your 
awareness and control of your body, but 
also have a profound effect spiritually; 

at the end of each session you will feel 
relaxed and full of energy. 
 
 Whatever your size, shape or age, you 
can enjoy these relaxing and 
invigorating yoga asana that benefit the 
heart, improve flexibility of the 
muscles, regulate your weight, sculpt 
your body, improve your concentration, 
boost your immune system and enhance 
your memory. 
 
 If you are interested in trying yoga but 
don’t know if you will like it or feel 
comfortable with it, why not join in on a 
free ‘yoga taster session’  on 
Wednesday  23rd March at 10.15 am. 
at West Ashton Village Hall.  If you 
enjoy the session you may want to join 
a short course designed especially to 
suit your needs. All you would need to 
bring is a small non-slip mat, small car 
blanket and to dress in loose flexible 
clothing. If you are over 60 years of age 
book your free place by contacting 
Angeline on 01225 777452.  
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Thanks 
I would like to thank Vaughan and Dawn Nichols for organising the Christmas concert in St. 
John’s church, also the WI for carrying out the catering, and those who sold and bought 
tickets. Special thanks once again to Beverly and Pete Wills for illuminating the church, not 
to mention Noel who sat with the generator from 2pm onwards and was still smiling at the 
end, on what must have been one of the coldest nights of the year. £175 was donated to the 
church.  

BIENVENUE A WEST ASHTON 
 
After setting off in the early hours of 20th December 2010 to catch a ferry to France for 
Christmas and New Year and having to abandon our journey at Blandford Forum due to 
blizzard conditions and hazardous roads, what a welcome sight greeted us as we turned at 
the lights ..... Peter Westlake, Chairman of the Parish Council, shovel in hand spreading 
grit over the road, enabling us to arrive back safely, albeit exhausted and rather stressed. 
 
Our grateful thanks Peter for a job well done.  

 Neil and Rowena Heard 

As an elderly widow living alone in West Ashton I would just like to express my gratitude 
to near neighbours who helped me out during the nasty weather in December. Just a few 
helpful gestures here and there make all the difference when you are on your own 
especially at times when you might feel cut off. Please can you place this in the next West 
Ashton Magazine as a way of saying thank you. 

 Maureen Wilson 

 
Neil Heard and Sylvia 
Preston, highest scorers 
at the Church v Village 
Hall skittles match held 
in the Village Hall. At 
least some 
compensation for Neil’s 
holiday that never was. 
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Census 2011 
Help tomorrow take shape - 2011 Census 
coming to a letterbox near you 

On 27 March 2011 all residential households in the 
United Kingdom will be taking part in a census. Since 
1801 a day has been chosen every ten years for this 
purpose (except in 1941 during the war). The census 
provides an excellent source of information about the 
population. This enables central and local 

government, health authorities and many other organisations to identify need 
for housing, education, health and transport services for years to come. 

Did you know that supermarkets use census statistics to work out the kind of 
foods they need to sell to keep local communities stocked up with their 
favourites? Water companies use the census data to plan the pipes for clean 
and wastewater – to make sure there’s enough for everyone. Fire brigades 
and the police use census data to help communities, putting fire alarms and 
crime prevention measures in specific areas. The benefits are far reaching. 

The census statistics also feed into the allocation of funding for local 
authorities and play a major part in identifying need for local services in 
communities, so it is crucial the population estimate is as accurate as 
possible. When the questionnaire envelope comes through the door you’ll 
easily recognise it by the purple 2011 Census logo. Take care of it. If, like 
many people, you want to complete the questionnaire online, your individual 
internet code is on the front of the questionnaire. 

The 2011 Census doesn’t want anyone to fall behind – so there is a wide 
range of help options available (such as language guidance booklets, large 
print format, Text Relay and census field staff on hand, as well as online help 
and telephone call centres). 

More information about the 2011 Census can be found at: www.census.gov.uk 
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Useful Information 
ALW School of Dance Miss Amy Watts Tel: 01225 774849. Children (age 3-10) Tuesdays  
   4:30-6:30 pm. Pre-school children Thursdays 1-3pm 
Archeology  Archaeological Group of Trowbridge. Alternate monthly meetings on   
   Monday evenings, Cathy Warner 01225 751861 
Art Class  Dolly Mixtures, Mrs Kay Norris Tel: 01985 840157. Last Friday in the month. 
Dance Class  Dee Dee Wilde Tel: 01380 871608, Tuesdays 10.30-11.30am  
Dog Training  Mrs Rosemary Banfield Tel: 01380 870574 Trowbridge and District   
   Dog Training Club Thursdays 6.30-9.30pm. 
Ladybirds Skittle Team Mrs Edna Morse Tel: 01225 755809 
   Fortnightly on Tuesdays September -March 
Tai Chi  Mr Brian Wooding Tel: 01985 213474, Mons 10.15-11.45am  
Whist Drive  Mrs Joan Vince 01225 755535, second and third Saturday of   
   the month 7.30pm. 
Wives Group  Mrs Marlene Pike Tel: 01380 870272 
   Meeting first Wednesday of the month Sept-May, 7.30pm 
W.I.    President Mrs Lis Mercer Tel: 01225 766287 
   Meeting fourth Wednesday of the month, 7.30pm 
Yoga Class  Tuesdays 2-4pm. Mrs Angeline Nicholson, 01225 777452 
 
Builder  Paul. New build, extensions, renovation specialist, alterations. 
   19 Bratton Road Tel: 01225 753997/07799 563347 
Electrician  Chris Parnell 01225 764874 or 07875 372940 
Handyman  CORGI-registered domestic appliance fitter, painting and  
   decorating, plumbing and other odd jobs Garry Tucker 01225  
   353268 or 07711 837419 
Library  Mobile Library Van visits Orchard Close alternate Fridays  
   1.40-1.55pm. 
Logs & Marquees Logs for sale/ Marquee hire for all your outdoor events. Rob Pike 01380 870808 
Milk   Bullings Dairies deliver Tel: 01380 830458 
Newspapers  Seend Post Office deliver Tel: 01380 828250 
Police   Neighbourhood Watch Scheme. Village Co-ordinator Mr  
   David Bradley 01225 754100. Neighbourhood Policing Team   
   PC Mark Hough & PCSO Neil Usborne can be contacted 
   on the main Wiltshire Police tel no 0845 4087000 
Parish Council Chairman Mr Peter Westlake  Tel: 01225 755866  
   Clerk Mrs Carol Hackett Tel: 01225 760372 
Refuse   Collection days vary - seek local advice. Community skips in  
   Canal Road, Trowbridge for larger items. 
Seamstress & Soft Furnishings Clare Humphries, curtains, dressmaking and alterations  
   Tel 01225 767703 Mob 07929 122631 
St. John's Church Services Sundays 10.30am. Rev Allan Coutts Tel: 01225 754826 
Village Hall  Bookings Mr David Petrie Tel: 01225 752311 
Wedding Photos/Videos Jamie McDine Tel: 01225 753467  Mob: 07792 947218 
West Ashton Boomerang Taxi service. Mon-Sat West Ashton to Trowbridge £1.20 one way.  
   Morning pickup 9.30am, return 12 noon, afternoon pickup 12.10   
   return 2pm. Tel 01225 753218 to book.  
West Ashton Church of England Junior School 
   Headteacher Mr Jonathan Barber Tel: 01225 754354 
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March 
Wed 2nd Wives Group, Village Hall, 7.30pm. Children’s Hospice, a talk by  
  Jenny Noakes. 
Sat 19th St. Patrick’s Celebration. Live Music by Raggle Taggle, three course  
  Meal. Tickets £12 – 7.30 for 8pm.  A Village Hall event. 
Wed 23rd Yoga Taster Session Village Hall, 10.15am with Angeline Nicholson. 
Wed 23rd WI AGM 7.30 Village Hall. Sales table. 
Sun 27th Cancer Research UK All Day Breakfast, Village Hall 10am-2pm. 
  Entry by donation. 
 
April 
Fri 1st  Family Night With Skittles. No tickets required, 7.30pm. A Village  
  Hall event. 
Sun 3rd Mothering Sunday Service, St. John’s church, 10.30am 
Wed 6th Wives Group, 7.30 Village Hall. Quiz 
Fri 15th St. John’s Annual Parochial Church Meeting, 7.30pm in the church.  
  All are welcome. 
Sun 17th Palm Sunday service, 10.30am, St. John’s Church. 
Fri 22nd Good Friday service, 2pm, St. John’s Church. 
Sat 23rd St. George’s/Easter Day Celebration. Live Music, three course meal,  
  7.30 for 8pm. Tickets £12.  A Village Hall event. 
Sun 24th Easter Sunday service, 10.30am, St. John’s Church. 
Wed 27th WI Village Hall, 7.30pm. British Cheeses, a talk by Mrs. Partridge. 
 
May 
Sun 1st Royal Wedding Commemorative Service, 10.30am, St. John’s Church. 
Wed 4th Wives Group, 7.30 Village Hall. ‘Something From Yesteryear’. Raffle 
  and end of season party. 
Sun 22nd Sunday Lunch, Village Hall 12.30 for 1pm. Tickets £12. A Village  
  Hall event. 
Wed 25th WI. Village Hall, 7.30pm. Topical Issues with fish and chip supper. 


