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The West Ashton Magazine is published quarterly by the West Ashton Parish 
Council. WAPC has devolved full authority for the magazine to an independent 
volunteer Editorial Group formed for the sole purpose of producing this magazine. 
The intention is to inform and entertain the residents of West Ashton. The magazine 
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future village issues and events, or any subject that may be of interest to the 
readership. the editors reserve the right to edit any submissions and make 
corrections, omit material or do minor reorganisation to any submitted work and 
reserve the right to reject any submissions. We prefer typed or electronic material. 
Photos will be returned on request. 
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articles and all other content is published in good faith.  The West Ashton Magazine 
accepts no liability for any errors or omissions and does not endorse any 
companies, products or services that appear in the publication.   
 
All material is accepted on the understanding that it is copyright free. The West 
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Editorial 

W e hope you all had an enjoyable 
Christmas and survived the sales. 
Last year, we had the most rain in 

England since records began followed by 
flooding, then snow, so thinking logically, 
can we expect a long, hot summer with a 
water shortage? Although living so high up, 
few of us were affected by the floods, but 
inside you can read the terrifying account of 
one of our residents. In an age when some 
young people are depicted in a less than 
favourable light, how refreshing it is to know 
that here in West Ashton we have a group of 
youngsters who buck the trend. The Children 

in Need efforts by the young people of the 
village in November were terrific and a real 
credit to our community. The magazine’s 
10th anniversary is imminent. During this 
time we have been extremely fortunate with 
villager Mike Stainer’s generosity, not only 
with his sponsorship of the printing process 
but also his valuable time. However, due to 
business commitments, Mike is unable to 
continue, so we have been busy looking for 
potential sponsors. We’ll have more news 
for you in the next edition. 
 

 Jo and Paul. 

An Unexpected Visitor 

O n Boxing Day morning 
we had an unexpected 
visitor to our garden – a 

jay. The last time I saw a jay must 
be about ten years ago in another 
part of the country and although 
sightings are obviously not as 
infrequent as that, the creatures 
are rarely seen in a garden setting, 
preferring to keep to wooded 
areas. 
 
 The Jay (or Eurasian Jay, 
Garrulus glandarius) is a member 
of the Corvid or Crow family of birds and is 
about the same size as a Jackdaw. The most 
striking thing about the bird of course is its 
colouring, a pinkish brown body, mostly 
black wings that have striking blue patches, a 
black and white flecked head, white throat, 
black bill and bright blue eyes. This of 
course gives it a relatively exotic appearance 
compared to most other British birds. Pairs 
usually mate for life and both help to create a 

rather untidy looking nest, they also spend a 
great deal of energy in hiding food for the 
winter, especially acorns, thousands of them, 
according to research.  
 
 The jay’s call can vary, as they tend to 
imitate jackdaws in particular but towards 
the end of winter a squeaky clucking song 
may be heard. 

 Paul Workman  
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Hopes and Fears 

T he hopes and fears of children at 
Christmastime tend to be pretty 
immediate and close up, many of 

them riding on the coming of the white-
bearded one on Christmas Eve. For instance, 
Blake writes: 
Dear Santa Claus, I wish you would bring 
me a bike for Christmas. I also wish you 
would bring me a real puppy that’s alive 
and you can put in the back garden. 
Or Evie writes: Dear Santa, do you have any 
baby pigs? If I can have a baby pig from 
you, that’s what I wish for – but you have to 
sort it out with Mum. 
Then there’s Georgina: Dear Father 
Christmas, Mum says I’m too young to have 
a mobile phone, but I’m actually nine.  If I 
get it from you, she can’t say anything…     
P.S. Can it please be an iPhone? 
Some major hopes riding on Santa there, but 
also some real fears as expressed by Joe, 
Richard and Henry: 
Dear Santa, I know I haven’t been nice this 
year, but I promise to be next year. So would 
it be all right to give me something in 
advance?    
Dear Santa, if Mum and Dad have sent you 
a letter saying that I haven’t been nice this 
year, it’s true.  But remember that I really 
pulled myself together two weeks ago. 
I have tried to be good Santa, but boys will 
be boys.  You must know that ‘cause you are 
a boy. 
And finally, some children like Charlie are 
already pretty worldly-wise: Dear Santa.  
Please text my Dad, he has my whole list.  
Why waste time repeating yourself?! 
In adult life, the horizons of our hopes and 
fears may stretch a bit wider, but the basic 
emotions are the same.  Can what the carol 
says really be true?   The hopes and fears of 
all the years were met in that Bethlehem 

stable 2000 years ago?  Is that even 
possible? 
St Matthew’s Gospel links the birth of Jesus 
to an Old Testament prophecy which gives 
him the name Emmanuel. It’s a word from 
the Hebrew language which means God is 
with us. When Jesus came to earth God was 
present with, among, alongside human 
beings in a way that had never been 
experienced before.  You could touch Him, 
hold Him, see Him, hear Him.  No-one had 
been allowed this close to God before.   
That’s what the shepherds and angels were 
all excited about on the Bethlehem hills.   
It’s what made Mary and Joseph over-awed 
with the gravity and responsibility of it all. It 
was what the Magi saw written in the sky 
and travelled halfway across the then- 
known world to investigate. The Emmanuel 
adventure, the God-with-us journey had 
begun. And everyone who met Jesus could 
feel it. 
The adventure of God-with-us continues 
today. In a sense, it’s even better now than it 
was during Jesus’ earthly life.  Although 
Jesus has returned to God the Father 
(ascended back to heaven), He said, I’ll send 
you another One just like me to be with you 
for ever. The Holy Spirit is another God-
with-you, but with two important 
differences. 

He’s not limited to being in one place at 
a time. Anyone, anywhere, 
anytime, can now simultaneously 
experience God.  We can learn to 
recognise His Presence, to feel 
Him, hear Him, touch Him.  It’s 
available to all 7 billion people all 
over the world at any given 
moment.  The other big difference 
is… 

Now it’s not just God 
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Hopes and Fears (continued) 
with/among/alongside us… He can 
also come and live in us.  That’s a 
whole new dimension.  God living 
in us and through us – amazing!   

The following extract from the newsletter of 
the Ffald-y-Brenin Retreat Centre and House 
of Prayer in Wales illustrates the kind of 
thing that happens when God is with us.   
“God has been doing so many wonderful 
things.  We think of Rachel, confined to a 
wheelchair for so many years, suddenly 
raised up in the Prayer Room and set free. 
Three months later she has written ‘my 
wheelchair lies forgotten in the garden 
shed… my family don’t always know where I 
am and have to hunt for me’. Or John, who 
drove across Wales to visit the High Cross, 
where he cried out to the Lord and then left, 
not having met or spoken with any member 
of staff.  Next morning he rose and washed 
his face and head, and all his skin cancer 
fell off leaving beautiful fresh new skin.”   
We can approach our lives with either hope 
or fear.  But the two don’t easily co-exist; 
they tend to cancel each other out. Many 
people are understandably afraid of the 
future.  The world didn’t come to an end on 
Friday, as some feared according to the 
Mayan calendar, but for many the future 
remains a terrifyingly uncertain place.   
 
A lot of people are fearful of next year 
because it has a thirteen in it. But if you’ve 
embarked on the Emmanuel adventure, you 
can begin next year with hope not fear.   It’ll 
be a great year, bursting with promise, laden 
with opportunity.  The words of one of the 
great philosopher-poets of my generation, no 
lesser ‘colossus of culture’ than Noddy 
Holder, come to mind (it may not be the  
greatest song ever composed, but this part at 
least rings true for me) Look to the future 

now… it’s only just begun! If God is with 
us we can look to the future full of hope. 

Allan Coutts 
 

Volunteers Needed 
 
Could anyone spare one hour on a monthly 
cleaning rota to help keep St John's Church, 
West Ashton clean and tidy? For full details, 
please contact Joan Bond, Head Of Cleaning 
Team on : 01373 859743.  Any help would 
be most welcome. 

Holly Westlake’s wreath decorated the 
church last Christmas  

Photo Jo Watkins 
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Parish Council Matters 

1. Website 
1.1 Information has now been placed on 
the West Ashton Parish Council website 
and we will endeavour to keep this 
regularly updated.  
www.westashton.org.uk/parishcouncil.htm 
 
 2. Planning  
 2.1 Core Strategy – Consultation 
closed, next step will be ‘Pre-Hearing 
Meeting’ probably in March 2013 followed 
by the ‘Examination in Public’ (EiP), 
which is likely to be in May 2013, both 
have been delayed. There have been lots of 
submissions, the majority about the 
possible Wind farm, which has clearly 
created a lot interest. The Parish Council 

have submitted comments supporting the 
Wind Farm amendment for separation 
distances. 
2.2 Wind Farm – There appears to be no 
activity by the applicant but this may 
simply be because they’re waiting for the 
Core Strategy EiP. It is comforting to see 
the ground swell of national opposition to 
on shore wind farms that are perceived to 
blight the landscape for a questionable 
benefit. 
2.3 Romany Application – the Parish 
Council attended the Western Planning 
Meetings when this application was 
discussed and argued the A350 was a very 
busy road with its consequential safety 
risks therefore no further development 

An advertising type balloon or ‘blimp’ positioned by the anti wind farm committee, 
demonstrates the height of the top of a wind turbine’s blade if installed at Grange Farm. 
It can just be seen in the photo above the Blue Circle chimney. Photo Richard Covington 



Page 7 The West Ashton Magazine 

Parish Council Matters (continued) 
should be approved on this 
stretch of road. Unfortunately a 
majority of Wiltshire 
Councillors were persuaded by 
planning officers that this 
application should be approved, 
indeed a planning officer was 
overheard saying ‘he could see 
both ways from the entrance to 
the site’. However unless you 
knew the site entrance was there 
you could easily miss it when 
driving by so let’s hope there’s 
no nasty traffic surprises. 
2.4  Primary School – There is to be a 
new primary school (single form entry, 
210 pupils) on the new 650 house 
development off Green Lane in 
Trowbridge. This may have an effect on 
West Ashton School and is currently 
being discussed by the school governors. 
2.5  Trowbridge Transport Strategy has 
been published and shows road 
infrastructure development around the 
West Ashton area but already shows 
forecast roundabout capacity exceeding 
85%. 
3. Highways 
3.1 Community Speed Watch is carried 
out regularly by volunteers from the 
village and it’s gratifying have comments 
by passing pedestrians on how vehicle 
speed is reduced when we’re there. It is an 
activity that on the whole has villager’s 
support but is nevertheless disconcerting 
when some locals pass us and simply 
accelerate away and exceed the speed 
limit. 
3.2 A Highways notice has just been 
published requesting comments on 
changing the speed limit across the West 
Ashton crossroads on the A350 to 40mph, 

this approximately from the existing 
50mph sign just north of the traffic lights 
to the entrance to the Romany site. The 
parish Council argued for this change 
some time ago against opposition by 
Wiltshire Council but it is now in the final 
stage of implementation so fingers 
crossed good news. 
  
 4. Other Matters  
4.1  Recreational Area – East Town 
Lane. Consultation and visits to other 
Parish Recreation areas are planned and 
design layouts are being considered. 
Sadly this is still ongoing but hopefully 
progress will have been made soon. 
 4.2 “Oh dear”, I hear you groan, this does 
seem to crop up frequently, Dog Fouling, 
but perhaps progress is being made as 
there have now been complaints about the 
dog bins being full. These have now been 
emptied so for the sake of all residents in 
the village please keep using them and 
keep the footpaths clear. 
  

         Richard Covington,  
Parish Council chairman 
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Village Hall News 

I n December we celebrated the 90th 
Birthday of the Village Hall. A display 
on the History of the Village Hall was 

created and a presentation was given by 
Ron Pybus. My thanks go to Jean 
Robertson and Ron Pybus for collating all 
the information together.  During the 
evening a free buffet was served together 
with cupcakes and a celebratory drink. 
 
 47 children and their families enjoyed a 
Christmas Party and Family disco.  The 
meeting room was transformed into a 
Grotto and the children met with Father 
Christmas who was brought to the Hall by 
‘Frosty’ one of the Village’s four legged 
celebrities by his owner Clare Humphries.  
The event was organised by Lucy Pullen 
with the help of several elves. 
 
 The New Year Eve celebration was a sell 
out and we welcomed back ‘Us Two’ who 
provided the entertainment for the evening 
and kept the dance floor in use the whole 
night.  A superb fork buffet was served and 
my sincere thanks go to all the people who 
prepared the food for the event. 
 
 All the events organised in December were 
well supported and we hope that this will 
continue for the events scheduled for 2013. 

Fun Garden Produce Competition 
The arrangements are being made for this 
year’s Fun Garden Produce Competition 
and will be held on Saturday, 14th 
September 2013 with some classes 
specifically for children. 
The classes are as follows: 

Heaviest Pumpkin 
Tallest Sunflower 
Largest Sunflower Head 
Heaviest Potato 
Longest Runner Bean 
Mishaped Vegetable/Fruit 
Heaviest Marrow 
Longest Cucumber 
Flower Decoration (theme in the next 
addition of the Village Magazine)  
Cake Competition (set recipe in the next 
addition of the Village Magazine) 
 
Children’s Classes: 

Animal/person made from vegetables, 
fruits, flowers or seed heads 
Decorated Cup Cake 
 
So get your seeds now and start growing 
don’t forget it is only for fun. More details 
about the event will be in the next issue of 
the Village Magazine.   

 Vaughan Nichols, Village Hall chairman 

50 Club Winners  
November December New Year's Eve  
1st Carol Griffiths, Ann Burgess, Sheila 
Jones  
2nd Alan Pike, Jackie Bradley, Dawn 
Nichols  
3rd Vaughan Nichols, Marlene Pike, Eileen 
Eggleton 

Wanted For Village Hall 
Wooden Picnic Table and fixed Benches For 
Use On Village Hall Patio (Old table 
disintegrated) 
Wanted A New Home 
The Village Hall have a number of Blue 
Foam/Fabric Stacking Chairs that need a 
new home - FREE to anyone interested who 
would have to collect and take away.  
Please Contact Laurie Richardson : 774050 
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Village Hall Burns Night 

O n 26 January it was Burns Night in 
the Village Hall. This was a 
successful night with a traditional 

Scottish meal prepared by Margaret Moore 
and helpers with a welcoming drink of cold 
porridge (whiskey, cream, honey and ice) and 
canapés. Anne Fulton read out the Robbie 
Burns poem of addressing the haggis. Kevin 
Gill hotfooted it from Trowbridge Burns 
Night to entertain us on the bagpipes. Each 
table had a Scottish themed quiz to complete 
but the winning table was accused of possible 
cheating as it had one person who was 
Scottish and also the quiz compiler (Chris 
Moore)! The prizes were given to all the 
losing tables. 

 
 Vaughan Nichols 

90th Birthday Celebration 
 
Dawn Nichols baked a delicious 
selection of cup cakes, each 
sporting a flag 
celebrating the occasion. The 
scrumptious buffet was prepared 
by the ladies of the committee. 
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West Ashton Village Hall History 

T he present hall stands on a plot of 
land which was given to the village 
in 1920 by Viscount Long of 

Wraxall; the plot having previously been 
occupied by a wooden hut – known as the 
“Reading Room”, where the local lads met 
for games, cards, dominoes, draughts, etc. 
but NO skittles. 
The main instigators were Lord Long and 
Mrs Rogers (the wife of Fred Rogers who 
farmed Rood Ashton Farm) and the local 
lads set to work by hand removing a large 
bank of clay to prepare the site.  I do not 
know who they all were but among them 
were Edna Morse’s father, Fred Drewitt, 
Ted Barnett (who later kept the village shop, 
which was attached to the bottom of Doreen 
Cottages) and Wilf Foot (who later kept 
Flowers Farm woods in Yarnbrook Road).  
The foundation stone was laid by Lady 
Long on 2nd September, 1922 and the hall 
was designed by Mr W Snailum of 
Trowbridge; built by Mr W Burbidge of 
Steeple Ashton and formally opened by 
Viscount Long on 19th December, 1922. 
The cost of the building was £790 – the 
furnishing £106 – and then there was an 
item of £9 for beer for the voluntary 
workers.  The funds mainly came from an 
anonymous donation of £500 and fetes in 
1921 raised £187 and also in 1922 raised 
£174. 
The hall was originally opened as an 
institute nightly (except Saturdays) from 
September to May, with about 50 members 
but following the war, rising costs and lack 
of support made this impracticable and it 
was used for casual events such as dances 
and social evenings for which entrance fees 
were charged and the membership fees 
cancelled. 
There was a portable stage which was 

erected as required on trestles and was sited 
between what used to be the kitchen and the 
entrance door – the front of the stage was 
painted red.  In the 1930’s, I remember 
pantomimes taking place in the hall.  As a 
boy, I took part in some of these 
productions and I believe Edna Morse did 
also. When the stage was disposed of, some 
of it was taken and used by the Victoria 
College in Westbury.   
In those early days, the halls heating was 
provided from a stokehole about 6 ft. deep 
by a coke stove and metal pipes, with 
radiators inside the hall but the window 
frames were wooden and let in the draught 
and the hall was never really warm.  When 
there was an event on, the caretaker, poor 
old Mrs Brickell, had to go down the steps 
into the stokehole to light the stove in the 
early morning and several times during the 
day, to keep the stove stoked up.  By the late 
1950’s, it became obvious that the hall had 
to be modernised or it would close and with 
the aid of the Carnegie Trust; a county 
council grant and the realisement of an 
investment – improvements costing £620 
and some new furniture were installed. 
For a time things were very difficult and the 
bank balance was very low but in 1963 the 
annual fetes were re-commenced at Mrs 
Rogers property, on the lawn at Homefield 
House and money was raised from lettings 
and whist drives; hence the heating 
installation was replaced by labour free 
electric heaters.  As a matter of interest, in 
those days, the running costs for heat; light; 
insurance; cleaning; etc. amounted to about 
£80 per annum.   
In 1969 the laurel shrubs and grass at the 
front of the hall were removed to form a car 
park and a storage shed provided on the 
bank at the bottom of the hall and in 1972 
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West Ashton Village Hall History (continued) 
the hall was completely re-decorated. 
Eventually, a portion of the steep bank at the 
rear of the hall was removed to provide more 
parking space and the shed and bank at the 
end of the hall removed to provide access.  
Somewhere amongst all this a small 
extension was built to accommodate storage; 
cloaks and toilets and a need for a bar was 
covered by a small one in the corner of the 
hall but this is all part of the history of the 
hall and whilst not adequate by the modern 

standards we have today, the hard work of 
the committees through the years has kept 
the hall alive for the more recent committees 
to work on and we have to thank all those 
people.  Those who started it; those who kept 
it going and the more recent people who 
have given us what we now have; the best 
village hall in the area.  Let’s keep it that 
way. 
 

Cyril Sweetman 

West Ashton School Photo 1922 

Back row second left – Frederick Cyril Bull 1908-1990                    Photo courtesy Carol Drew 
Back row second right- Reginald Lane born 1908-1986 
Fred Bull was Carol’s father and Reg Lane her uncle. 
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Ladies at Leisure 
West Ashton WI 
 

W I members spent a busy 
Autumn/Winter with a 
delicious Sunday lunch 

prepared by our own cooking team for 
around 40 people early in November.  
We collected, at the request of the 
Royal British Legion, for the poppy 
appeal and raised £216.04 around the 
village – thank you so much to all the 
contributors.  In is never easy knocking 
on people’s doors but everyone was 
very kind to us! After a hard fought 
contest in the annual general knowledge 
quiz pitted against other local teams, our 
team brought home the WI Challenge 
Cup. The November meeting was a 
cookery demonstration after which we 
were able to eat the delicious food that 
Ruth Brooks had produced.  The 
Christmas Party in December had all 
our members sporting sequins in various 
amounts; a delicious buffet and some 
home grown entertainment!  Also in 
December at our afternoon meeting, 
Holly Westlake showed us all how to 
make a fresh greenery wreath for our 
front doors and a very happy afternoon 
was spent designing our own particular 
wreaths with a myriad of different 
cuttings from the garden. The finished 
effects were excellent. 
 
 To start 2013, Michael Lane gave us a 
talk entitled “Bath Time”, and in 
February John Doyle spoke on ‘The 
Search For the Last Coachman’. The 

book club continues to thrive and we 
have regular cinema club visits, usually 
to The Palace at Devizes.  Dinner club 
is 3 or 4 times a year and the last one 
took place on 15th February when a 
good time was had by all. 
 
 As always, visitors are welcome. We 
meet on the 4th Wednesday at 7.30 p.m. 
each month and also on the 2nd 
Thursday at 2.30 p.m. each month. Both 
meetings are in the village hall, with the 
afternoon meeting being in the small 
room entered at the back of the hall. 
 

 Lis Mercer, President. 
 
 
Wives Group 
 

O ur November meeting went 
well, when everyone went 
home with their very own 

personalised Christmas card with a little 
help from Shirley Kemp. December’s 
Christmas party went with a swing, with 
carols, songs and sketches to get us all 
in the Christmas spirit. Our bingo 
session in January started off the new 
year in light hearted mood 
 
 Best wishes to everyone for 2013 from 
us all. 
 

 Sylvia Preston. 
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Ladies at Leisure (continued) 
Our winning 
general knowledge 
team – Catherine 
Holland, Margaret 
Workman and Jo 
Watkins. 

Margaret Moore’s Salmon Rillettes Recipe 
Due to popular demand, Margaret Moore has sent us this recipe for Salmon Rillettes, served 
as a starter which we all enjoyed at our WI Sunday lunch last November: 
 
2 slices onion 
2 slices lemon 
75ml vermouth (or dry white wine) 
6 black peppercorns 
250g salmon fillet, skin on 
125g smoked salmon, cut into shreds 
50g butter, melted 
1tbsp chopped dill, or chives. 
 

Bring the onion, lemon, vermouth and peppercorns to the boil in a saucepan with 600ml cold 
water. Simmer for 10 minutes then add the salmon and poach gently for 4 minutes. Leave 
salmon to cool in the liquid. When cool, remove salmon from liquid and flake the flesh, 
discarding any skin or bones. Mix with the smoked salmon, the melted butter and 1 tbsp of 
the cooking liquor. Season with salt and pepper and add chopped herbs. Chill until required, 
but serve at room temperature with warm bread. 
 

Yummy 
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Water, Water Everywhere 

W ho’d have expected 
a resident of West 
Ashton to become a 

victim of the November 
floods? Lis Mercer, Orchard 
Close happened to be visiting 
her son on the Somerset Levels 
at the time, and was certainly 
in the wrong place at the wrong 
time. With seven feet of water 
outside, three feet inside the 
house and her car floating away 
in the distance, Lis, her son and 
grandsons were rescued by 
boat which sailed into the 
conservatory to pick them up. 
Only the dogs were forced to swim to 
safety. Luckily, they found accommodation 
in a holiday cottage, but despite the children 
looking upon the whole experience as an 
adventure, Lis found the whole experience 
frightening and, hopefully, never to be 
repeated. 
 

 Power walking class came to a halt along a 
local Beckington lane for Jean Covington, 
Bratton Road (second left) and her fellow 
walkers, until the farmer put them all in his 
bucket, raised them above the water and 
ferried them across the flood. 
 
 

 
Geoff Davis took this 
photo on the morning 
of the 25th November 
last year, of the 
flooded low lying area 
between West Ashton 
and Trowbridge – the 
term ‘flood plain’ 
springs to mind. If the 
village were ever 
submerged the 
apocalypse would 
certainly be nigh. 
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Nature Notes from St. John’s Churchyard 
 W hatever’s 

happened to 
our seasons? 

Jean Robertson took this 
photo of a wild primrose 
coming into bloom last 
September. 

Not a snake or a worm, this slow worm is a legless lizard. The family has 
lived in the churchyard for many years.                            Photo Jo Watkins  
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West Ashton School—New Head Teacher 
Dr Sam Nash 
 

I  have been a 
teacher since 1992 
after qualifying 

from St Luke’s 
College, Exeter, 
teaching across the 
West Country and 
working in both cities 
and rural communities. 
My subject passions 
are science, maths and 
music. I have a good 
knowledge of ICT and feel the future 
of teaching will be ICT led so it is 
something to stay on top of. Having 
two children of my own, I understand 
the pressures of modern family life, 
juggling these with work 
commitments, as well as a whole 
menagerie of animals to cater for on 
a daily basis. I live with my family 
near Bath and have some knowledge 
of Trowbridge, but am looking 
forward to becoming more familiar 
with West Ashton and the 
surrounding areas in the near future.  
West Ashton is a great school and I 
feel privileged to have the 
opportunity to take over from Mr 
Barber. The school is already 
successful. However, ensuring it 
continues to be is important; and my 
role is to be forward looking and 

planning for an ever 
changing future to 
ensure standards 
remain high and that 
the children are happy, 
confident rounded 
individuals when they 
leave in year 6. It is the 
only way to secure the 
best start for the 
children, and that is the 
very least they deserve!   
I promote an open door 
policy and am looking 

forward to meeting all the people 
associated with the school, and am 
happy to meet with the village and 
parents to discuss any concerns. I 
would rather do this than have people 
frustrated in their homes or on the 
playground. No problems are ever 
solved without positive 
communication and most problems 
are easily solved when they are 
shared with the right people. In order 
to achieve the best for the children in 
our care, we need to work as a team. 
The best teams are open, honest, 
prepared to listen and willing to 
develop in order to achieve the end 
goal, that is how I intend to lead 
West Ashton and that is how I hope 
the West Ashton family respond to 
me. 

Sam Nash. 
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Parents of West Ashton School (POWA) 
Christmas Fair 2012 
P.O.W.A (Parents of West 
Ashton) is delighted to 
announce that our Christmas 
Fair raised over £500!  We received lots 
of positive feedback about the fair and it 
was great to see local families and 
villagers who came along too.  The 
committee worked really hard to create 
an event that would offer enjoyment and 
good value for all the family and we 
would welcome your views. 

Christmas Movie Night 2012 
Kate Brown & Carol Hackett organised 
a magical movie evening for the 
children which was hosted by Mr 
Barber.  There were two evening 
sessions where the children came to 
school dressed ready for bed, bringing 
their teddies and blankets.  They 
snuggled down with hot chocolate in the 
hall, lit by the Christmas tree to listen to 
a Christmas story.  They then watched 
Arthur Christmas.  The children really 
enjoyed this special and memorable 
event! 
 
 

December Fundraising 
Our December fundraising 
also included the production 
of a whole school tea towel.  

All the children drew a little self-portrait 
which we then had made into a tea 
towel.  We are 
selling the tea 
towels for £4.  
We also had the 
wonderful school 
nativity show 
filmed and are 
selling DVDs. 
The profits will 
be in the region 
of £75. 
Second Hand Clothes Collection 
Coming Soon… 
Please save any old clothes, towels & 
bedding etc, as we will be delivering 
collection bags around the village soon.  
The bags get weighed and the weight is 
then converted into money which goes 
to the school.  Last time we did a clothes 
collection we raised over £200 so please 
support us! 
2013 Events 
We will be planning for 2013 in 
conjunction with Dr Nash during mid-
January and will update you in the next 
magazine as to our forthcoming events.  
Don’t forget, all our events are on the 
school website in the PTA section and 
also on the board outside school. 
Thank you for your continued support 
and very best wishes for 2013 from us 
all! 

Zoë Collins,  zjcollins@supanet.com 
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Jubilee Wood Scout Camp Site 

S ince I last wrote we have been 
making good progress on our new 
site, planting the 5,700 trees that will 

make up the new Jubilee Wood started in 
December. Despite the ground being 
alternatively frozen and flooded, we “only” 
have 450 left to plant.  Recent snow has put 
paid to get the planting finished by mid 
January but the majority is complete. 
Hopefully, we have planted the field in the 
shape of a crown, with a diamond at the top 
– but only time and aerial photography will 
confirm whether we have got it right or not. 
It will be some time before we can sit back 
and watch the trees grow, but we are getting 
on really well at present. The only blot on 
our landscape has been the plastic trackway 
that we borrowed from the Army to help our 
many young tree planters get onto the field 
to plant the trees without drowning in a sea 
of mud. Whilst this worked well, and no 
cubs were lost, the trackway ended up 
getting buried in liquid mud and we are 
having great difficulty getting the segments 
back to dry land to be cleaned. And now it 
is frozen into the ground and buried under 
the snow…… But as Baden Powell said  “A 
Scout smiles and whistles under all 
difficulties” 
Chris Awdry has laid the water piping on 
site and we have now been connected to the 
mains by Wessex Water.  Some drainage 
ditches have been dug, but we need to 
survey the field properly to make sure that 
the water runs in the direction that we want 
it to go! The build of our toilet and shower 
unit is nearing completion and we hope to 
have it moved onto the site in the next 
couple of weeks. Once that is in place we 
will re-erect our cub hut and put in place a 
canopy to form an interpretation centre. 
This will have boards designed with the 

help of the Wiltshire Wildlife Trust to 
explain about the trees and mammals to be 
found in both our new wood and in Biss 
Wood. 
Thanks to many local contributions, 
including a very welcome cheque from St 
John’s, we are now only about £3,000 short 
of our target. It remains for me to thank the 
community of West Ashton for their very 
warm welcome. 
John Cox, Chairman Wiltshire West District 

Scout Association. 

John busy planting. See what you mean about 
the mud! 

             Photo Geoff Watkins 
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Larkrise Farm News 

I  hope everybody had 
a good Christmas! 
And a Happy New 

Year to you all! At last 
our pigsties are finished, 
thanks to the hard work 
put in by Yard Manager 
Roger Pearce, and Nick 
who worked together to 
get the Pigs in for 
Christmas. In December 
we had a ‘workforce’ 
group in from ‘Danone’ 
for two days, 
demolishing the outside 
rabbit runs in the rabbit 
area as they had seen better days! I am sure 
we can fill this area again very soon. O2 
phone company who have recently moved 
into the Shires in Trowbridge, have decided 
to take the Farm under their wing to raise 
money for us, They will be sponsoring an 
animal, and their staff chose Jodie the 
donkey.  
The Bee Project is coming along as well, we 
now have the viewing shed up and ready, 
fencing is up, hedging planted! All we want 
now are the bees! This will happen hopefully 
when the weather gets warmer, we also have 

nine hives on site waiting to be positioned 
onto their hard standings.  I have asked a 
friend who paints, to maybe paint an 
enormous bee on the back of the shed, so 
everyone is able to see it from the farmyard. 
The RDA group is as busy as ever, we are 
still in the process of replacing Lottie, one of 
our ponies, and have had some positive 
candidates, but we do have to pick that 
‘special’ pony -watch this space! 
Well that’s all for this time, more exciting 
news from us all soon. 

Wendy Self, Farm Manager. 

Photo Jamie McDine  

Scott Collins, Edward Nightingale and Jake 
Collins having fun in the snow. 
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People who Looked After the Village Hall 

I n his article (page 10), Cyril 
Sweetman mentioned many people 
who were involved with looking 

after the Village Hall for many years. 
Cyril himself was to the best of my 
knowledge the secretary for the 
committee from the fifties to the 
nineties and what a sterling job he did!  
After all, the hall is only a building, 
and it is the people who have looked 
after that building over the years are 
the people today's community should 
be really grateful to.  

When I moved to the Village in 1985, 
Peter White was the Chairman, Cyril 
Sweetman, secretary, and Mavis 
Haines the treasurer. Mrs Rogers who 
was the main person for many years 
had now retired, and Ron Pybus having 
finished his job on overseeing the 
building of the new toilets and raising 
the funds, had also retired. Frank and 
Joan Vince were also marvellous 
supporters of the hall, for as well as 
running the very popular Whist Club 
for countless years, Frank, who 
possessed carpentry skills was mainly 
responsible for cladding the walls of 
the hall with Formica type sheeting 
which improved the appearance and 
also helped to insulate the hall.  

I was pressed ganged into becoming 
Chairman of the committee by my wife 
in the late eighties, and what a splendid 
committee that was. As well as Cyril 
Sweetman and Mavis Haines, there 
were Geoff Watkins, and Wilf Griffin 
who ran the bar, Sylvia Mills, Ian and 

Jean Robertson, Sue Ovens, Maureen 
Welch and Holly. At that time, activity 
in the hall was very modest with 
regular bookings for the whist, the 
annual fete in May where many folk 
bought their summer bedding plants, 
and a New Years Eve party which was 
always well supported by Marlene Pike 
and her farmer friends. 

The funds held by the hall were also 
very modest and it was agreed that the 
aim should be to run one event in the 
winter months from October to April 
with the last event being the fete in 
May to strengthen the financial 
position. Over the following years with 
more money available, the committee 
were able to improve the seating, 
replace the threadbare curtains as well 
as other minor improvements to the 
fabric of the hall, and were successful 
in securing a lottery grant which 
enabled the rotting window frames to 
be replaced with double glazing. 
Somewhere around this time three new 
committee members were recruited, 
i.e., Lis Mercer, Margaret Moore and 
David Petrie who with their skills were 
valuable additions to an already very 
effective committee.  

I do hope I have not forgotten anyone, 
but I cannot close this article without 
paying tribute to all those people who 
made a real contribution to the Hall 
during my 20 years as Chairman of the 
Hall Committee.  

 Peter Westlake, Bratton Road. 
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West Ashton Rocked! 

T he church was 
packed with 
villagers and 

friends for the annual 
start to the festive 
season and our 
Christmas concert. 
Illuminated from afar 
by our resident lighting 
experts, the church 
looked stunning. 
Parking was a 
challenge in the very 
wet and soggy 
conditions, but any 
frustration slipped 
away with the glass of mulled wine 
and mince pie on arrival. Inside, the 
church looked very festive with tree 
and candlelights to set the mood. 
This year we were entertained by 
Steeple Rocks choir, a newly formed 
choir which meets in the pub in 
Steeple Ashton each week and has 
65 regular singers. The conductor 
Adrienne Hale and singers had such 
enthusiasm that they raised the roof 
with their rock and pop programme. 
A combination of traditional carols 
for all and a variety of tunes that 
young and old recognised, the spirit 
of their singing was inspiring. We 
were also treated to two virtuoso 
performances from Vincent Ling on 
the piano and Joanna Mlot on the 

violin, highly talented pupils from St 
Augustines. The readings from 
Angela Giddings on the preparations 
and frustrations of Christmas had us 
all giggling. Especially the wish list 
to Santa for a fat bank balance and a 
slim figure, and please don’t get it 
the wrong way round like you did 
last year! 
 
 A magnificent start to the festive 
season and thank you to all 
organisers. The evening raised £268 
for the Church. 
 

 Jean Covington. 

The church taken by Ian Harris last summer on one of our 
few sunnier days.  
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Spotlight on—Adam Young 

A s soon as he could pick up a pencil, 
Adam has been painting and 
sketching. He moved to Woodside 

eight years ago from Tunbridge Wells, and 
enjoys living in the area because the people 
here are so friendly and, inspired by the 
surrounding countryside and wildlife, he is 
never short of subjects to paint. He studied at 
Bournemouth and Poole College of Art and 
Design, specialising in natural history 
illustration. His forte is painting animals - his 
dissertation centred on the plight of the 
mountain gorilla, his favourite animal - 
chimpanzees and domestic animals. 
 
 The arts run in his family; grandfather Leon 
Young was an orchestral arranger, providing 

music for the very popular wartime radio 
programme ITMA, through the fifties with 
the Frank Chacksfield orchestra to Acker 
Bilk (Stranger on the Shore) in the sixties. 
Adam’s father was a typographic designer 
and Adam’s first job was illustrating book 
jackets for a London academic publishing 
firm. This was when he allowed his 
imagination to run riot with Picasso-type art 
work and abstract illustrations of what the 
thought processes inside the brain might 
possibly look like, although confessing that 
on many an occasion he hadn’t a clue what 
these books were all about. The family 
decided to move from Kent to Wiltshire in 
2004 where he now lives with his father in 
West Ashton. He currently works at 
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Spotlight on—Adam Young (continued) 
Morrison’s supermarket in Westbury as a 
butcher. He uses a variety of media to 
include water colour, pencil, acrylic, ink and 
charcoal and concentrates on painting 
animals, especially dog portraits, although 
he also paints humans as well. Commissions 
are increasing; currently he is working on a 
portrait of a child, and his ambition is to 
return to full-time painting one day. If you 
would like further details of Adam’s work, 
his phone number is 01380 870606 (just 
leave a message). 

 Jo Watkins 

A recently commissioned pet portrait  

Snowtime (1) 

 
 

Snowtime photos by Jean Covington 
 
Above: School roof and bell 
Left: Spot the snowman 
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Policing in our Area 
Security – Please can I remind 
residents to look at their 
security in and around their 
home. Unfortunately, over the 
Christmas period there was a 
burglary in West Ashton. May I also remind 
people to try and keep all doors and 
windows secure and any valuables out of 
view from windows. I would also like to ask 
people to make sure they use their door 
chains when answering their doors, or to 
consider putting one in place if you don’t 
have one. There has been an incident in a 
rural area where a female entered an elderly 
ladies property without permission. A grey 
people carrier was seen at the location but 
no further information given. Please be nosy 

and conscious of everything, 
and if you have any concerns 
phone us on Non-Emergency 
101 and Emergency 999. 
 

 PCSO Maria Badder, Trowbridge Rural 
NPT. Mobile no. 07528972002 
 
 Footnote: - David Bradley, our village 
Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator, 
regularly sends out a group e-mail keeping 
us informed of incidents and crimes 
committed in the area, as well as useful 
information on security issues. If you wish to 
be added to this group, e-mail David at 
david.bradley42@btopenworld.com – eds. 

Snowtime (2) 
Top left:The Pursey family with other village 
children.  
Top Right:The wrong trousers? Postman Sean 
Greenland 
Far left:Freya Collins snow angel 
Left:Freya Collins and Zoe Nightingale 
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Children in Need 

T he Children of West 
Ashton held a Children 
in Need event on 10th 

November in the Village Hall 
with special guest Pudsey Bear. 
The cake sale raised £78.30 but 
it didn't stop there. They decided 
to hold a sponsored bike ride 
over to Steeple Ashton in their 
PJ's! The amount raised for the 
sponsored ride was £130, giving 
a grand total £208.30.  
Thanks to Ellie Pullen, Charlotte 
Pullen, Katie Hobbs, Carys Griffin-
Banable and Fern Griffin-Banable. 

A Family Disco Christmas Party was held on 21st December at West Ashton 
village Hall. 44 Children attended with their families with a special 
appearance by Father Christmas and Frosty the donkey. Special thanks to the 
elves for all their hard work.       Lucy Pullen. 
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Thanks 

M’s GARDEN SOLUTIONS 
 

 GARDEN CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE, 
PATIOS, FENCING, HEDGES, GRASS CUTTING 

CALL MICHAEL ON 01225 760588 OR MOB 07884 
178208 

 
 FREE QUOTATIONS AND HOURLY RATES 

Carol Singing round the village 
Thank you to all families who supported carol singing round the village with children, 
parents, teachers and friends from the school on what was a bitterly cold night, Villagers 
kindly donated £60 which will be donated to Dorothy House and the Neo-Natal Unit in Bath. 

Christmas Concert 
Jean Robertson  and Sylvia Preston wish to thank all those who came and helped in any way 
to make the concert, "A Flavour Of Christmas" such a success on Friday, 7 December, 2012. 
There are so many kind folk to share gratitude with - from magical lighting specialists; those 
who provided mince pies and mulled wine; those who sold tickets; the choir, the two soloists 
and the story teller; and many more; you all made the evening a very special and enjoyable 
event. It was wonderful to see our rural Church bursting with visitors sharing fellowship and 
the magical season of Christmas. 

Food waste digesters at discounted prices 
To help divert food waste from landfill, Wiltshire Council is working in partnership with 
Great Green Systems to encourage residents to compost food waste in their gardens using 
specially designed food waste digesters known as Green Johannas and Green Cones. Patented 
and unobtrusive, the units accept all types of cooked and uncooked household food waste 
including meat and bones, reducing the contents to either nutrient-rich compost or water, 
depending on the model used. Similar in appearance to a traditional garden composter, the 
units are currently being heavily subsidised by Wiltshire Council. Whilst stocks last, a Green 
Johanna, for producing nutrient rich compost from household food waste mixed with green 
garden waste, is currently available for £25 instead of £108.90 whilst a Green Cone for 
disposing of food waste only, is being offered for £20 instead of £79.50. Prices include 
delivery.   
For more information about both the food waste digesters and how to order them please visit 
the Recycle for Wiltshire website or telephone 0800 7312572. 
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Useful Information 
Village Hall activities 
Dance Class   Dee Dee Wilde – 01380 871608 
Ballroom Dancing  Mr. Kevin Burge 07933 771205 
ALW School of Dance  Children inc pre-school, Miss Amy Watts 01225 774849 
Dolly Mixtures Art Class Mrs. Kay Norris 01985 840157  
Dog Training   Mrs. Rosemary Banfield 01380 870574 
Tai Chi   Mr. Brian Wooding 01985 213474 
Wives Group   Mrs. Marlene Pike 01380 870272 
WI    Mrs. Lis Mercer 01225 766287 
Yoga    Mrs. Angeline Nicholson 01225 777452 
Bridge classes   Dave Lacham  01373 467628  
   

Village Hall Bookings Julia Hammond  01225 767258 
 
 
 
Builder  Paul. New build, extensions, renovation specialist, alterations. 
   19 Bratton Road Tel: 01225 753997/07799 563347 
Electrician  Chris Parnell 01225 764874 or 07875 372940 
Foot Reflexologist Annie Ritchens Tel 01225 752002 Mob 07967630429  
Garden Construction & Maintenance Michael 01225 760588 Mob 07884 178208  
Handyman  GAS SAFE-registered domestic appliance fitter, painting and  
   decorating, plumbing and other odd jobs Garry Tucker 01225  
   353268 or 07711 837419 
Judo Classes  Age 8+ W. Ashton School 7.30-9pm Fridays. Mike Healey 01373 822349.  
Library  Mobile Library Van visits Orchard Close alternate Fridays  
   1.40-1.55pm. 
Logs & Marquees Logs for sale/ Marquee hire for all your outdoor events. Rob Pike 01380 870808 
Milk   Bullings Dairies deliver Tel: 01225 776494 
Newspapers  Seend Post Office deliver Tel: 01380 828250 
Police   Neighbourhood Watch Scheme. Village Co-ordinator Mr  
   David Bradley 01225 754100. Neighbourhood Policing Team 
   PC Mark Hough & PCSO Maria Badder can be contacted 
   on the non-emergency Wiltshire Police tel no 101 or 07528 972 002  for Maria. 
Parish Council Chairman Mr Richard Covington  Tel: 01225 761904 
   Clerk Mrs Carol Hackett Tel: 01225 760372 
Refuse   Collection days vary - seek local advice. Community skips in  
   Canal Road, Trowbridge for larger items. 
Seamstress & Soft Furnishings Clare Humphries, curtains, dressmaking and alterations  
   Tel 01225 767703 Mob 07929 122631 
St. John's Church Services Sundays 10.30am. Rev Allan Coutts Tel: 01225 754826 
West Ashton Boomerang Taxi service. Mon-Sat West Ashton to Trowbridge £1.20 one way.  
   Morning pickup 9.30am, return 12 noon, afternoon pickup 12.10   
   return 2pm. Tel 01225 753218 to book.  
West Ashton C of E Junior School Headteacher Mr Jonathan Barber Tel: 01225 754354 
West Ashton Ladies Skittles Team Mrs. Betty Cronan 01225 755908  
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March 
Sat 2nd Church v Village Hall skittles match. Tickets £5 to include 
  Ploughman’s supper. 7.30 for 8pm. A Village Hall event.  

Wed 6th Wives Group, Going to Blazes with J Craig, 7.30 Village Hall. 
Sun 10th Mothering Sunday service 10.30am in the church. 
Wed 20th Parish Council meeting, Village Hall 7.15pm. 
Sat 23rd Easter Bingo, Entrance £3 to include light refreshments. Bingo books  
  £1 each. 7.30 for 8pm. A Village Hall event.  
Wed 27th WI Annual General Meeting, 7.30pm Village Hall. 
Fri 29th ‘Hour by the Cross’ Good Friday 2pm in the church. 
Sun 31st Easter Sunday service, 10.30 in the church. 
 
 
April 
Wed 3rd Wives Group, West Country Wildlife with D & T Townsend. 7.30  
  Village Hall. 
Wed 24th WI, Silver Ring Choir Talk with Mrs. Pauline Beech, 7.30 Village Hall 
Sat 27th Bavarian Evening. Entertainment by Bierkeller Schunklers with 3  
  Course meal. Tickets £12.50. 7.30 for 8pm. A Village Hall event. 
 
 
May 
Wed 1st Wives Group, Photos and Memorabilia of your Wedding. 7.30 Village  
  Hall. 
Sun 12th Sunday Lunch. Tickets £12.50. 12.30 for 1pm. A Village Hall event. 
Wed 15th Parish Council meeting, Village Hall 7.15pm 
Wed 22nd WI, Topical Issues. Fish & Chip supper. Village Hall 7.30pm. 
 
 
June 
Wed 5th Annual Coach Trip. 
Fri 7th  Family Pub Night. A Village Hall event. 


