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West Ashton Magazine 

SUMMER  2016  Iss:51 

Our community magazine keeping you up to date in West Ashton, Rood Ashton,  
       East Town, and Dunge. 

 

 

Following in my father’s footsteps (Burma) 

Feature: some of West Ashton’s rescued animals 

Reiki anyone? 

The armchair Bird watcher   And Much More…... 

In This Issue... 



 

 

The West Ashton Magazine is published quarterly by the West Ashton Parish Council. WAPC has 
devolved full authority for the magazine to an independent volunteer Editorial Group formed for the 
sole purpose of producing this magazine. The intention is to inform and entertain the residents of 
West Ashton. The magazine is distributed free of charge to all residents of West Ashton village. The 
Editors warmly invite you to submit reports, articles and photographs relating to past or future 
village issues and events, or any subject that may be of interest to the readership. The editors 
reserve the right to edit any submissions and make corrections, omit material or do minor 
reorganisation to any submitted work and reserve the right to reject any submissions. We prefer 
typed or electronic material. Photos will be returned on request. 
 
All material published in The West Ashton Magazine, including adverts, editorials, articles and all 
other content is published in good faith.  The West Ashton Magazine accepts no liability for any 
errors or omissions and does not endorse any companies, products or services that appear in the 
publication.   
 
All material is accepted on the understanding that it is copyright free. The West Ashton Magazine 
accepts no liability for any subsequent copyright issues.  
The West Ashton Magazine cannot accept responsibility for and does not endorse views expressed 
by contributors.  
 
We want the content of the magazine to be primarily editorial, but we will include small 
advertisements for local businesses based in West Ashton. The West Ashton Magazine does not 
accept responsibility for the accuracy of claims made by advertisers.   
 
No part of the magazine may be reproduced without the prior written consent of The West Ashton 
Magazine.    

 

Editor:   Leya Walker - 01225 590361; Leya_w@yahoo.co.uk 

Assistant Editor:  Janet Sweetman - 01380 871182 

Editorial Team:  Jo Watkins, Paul Workman, Tim Le Mare. 

All contributions welcomed.  Please send any contributions, in the first instance, 

to Leya Walker.  Short stories and poems will also be considered.  You must live 

or work within the West Ashton parish boundaries. 

Front page photo of Dandilions ©MariWebster 

PRINTING OF THE MAGAZINE IS 
SPONSORED BY 

BRIKEN MOTORS 
Servicing and Repairs of all types and makes of vehicles. 

MOTs/Pre-checks, diagnostics & electrical, clutch & gearbox specialists; air-
con; batteries & exhausts. 

Tel: 01225 755203 – 
www.brikenmotors.co.uk  
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     3                                     By Margaret Workman 

Hi Folks, 

All at once, the grass is growing and 
the birds are a singing.  In the space of 
a few weeks the greenery in our gar-
dens has arrived.  The West Ashton 
mag has been travelling again as it was 
spotted in Ireland this Spring.  We have 
a new feature ‘The armchair Birdwatch-
er’ and the feature article this time is 
‘Rescued Animals’ although we didn’t 
seem to have many in the village in the 
end (or at least none that we could 
find) along with our usuals but not sad-
ly, the vicar this time.  Look out for this 
month’s short story, ‘One last adven-
ture’, rather poignant?  A special article 
is featured, written by our roving re-
porter, Janet Sweetman.  She has fol-
lowed in her father’s footsteps to Burma 
and has shared with us her very inter-
esting experiences. 
In addition, are you engaged in the EU 
debate?  Then why not come along to 
the meeting organised at the Village 
Hall on 10th June, 6pm.  We are also 
hoping to get out a small briefing sheet 
– with hyperlinks for you to form your 
own opinion.  It is a very difficult deci-
sion to make.  We have tried really hard 
to sustain neutrality in our research as 
the decision to be made is so momen-
tous. 
Anyway, here’s to the onset of summer.  

Let’s hope the sun shows her face and 
we can enjoy the outdoors.  Send in 
what you’re doing, we’re always inter-
ested. 
Our next feature will be based on eq-
uine news but we’d welcome some 
write ups on festivals etc.  See you 
then.          Leya Walker 
 
One last thing….Without your sup-
port….. 
A big thank you to the 3 members on 
the parish council who work hard and 
diligently to protect, and give voice to, 
the village and its surrounding area.  At 
the moment they have a Quorum to 
conduct business but a few more volun-
teers are needed.   
What happens without a parish coun-
cil?  We lose our voice, the powers are 
gone, we might even end up as an ex-
tension of another parish, or Trow-
bridge Town Council along with their 
much higher council tax?  If you have 
availability to sit on six meetings a year 
and give a fresh perspective on things, 
please volunteer.  Otherwise, the sepa-
rateness that is West Ashton will disap-
pear, melded, like Hilperton, into the 
town boundaries.  I know the council-
lors and they are a ‘funny’ bunch!  Not 
at all stuffy!!!                   Thank you 
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LARKRISE COMMUNITY FARM NEWS 
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As usual, with the arrival of Spring we were kept very busy at Larkrise Farm.  Our 
breeding ewes began lambing early this year, in February. They produced 18 
strong and healthy lambs which are now happily graz-
ing in the fields, gaining even more weight. 

Our poultry were also very active, but broody hens 
were in short supply; so we resorted to the clinical ap-
proach and have successfully hatched seven chicks 
(see picture on the right) in our incubator. So far we 
have three Polish Chamois bantams; three Orpington 
hybrids and one Naked Neck chicken, Ozzie, who is so 
unfortunate looking that only his mum (and us) could love him (see bottom pic-
ture)!

Fundraising continues apace to erect a roof over the handling area so lessons for 
the Larkrise Riding for the Disabled Group can take place throughout the year, de-
spite the weather. We have already received an amazing grant from the RDA or-
ganisation for more than half the cost of the work, as well as some very generous 
donations.  Additional donations are more than welcome and we are also actively 
applying for local grants for the remainder.  Please contact me, Wendy Self, on 
01225 751675 for more details. 

We would like to say a huge thank you to Great Hinton Ladies Club who has voted 
Larkrise Community Farm as their chosen charity from September 2016 – June 
2017. Their support is very much appreciated and we will do all we can to help with 
their fundraising activities. 

Our bees have also been busy. We are pleased to announce we have agreed to 
work together with Chris Rawlings and his colleagues of the Wiltshire Beekeepers 
Association to increase the number of hives on site. This will also allow us to bene-
fit from their expertise, as we are still very much novice beekeepers!  Our students 
will be able to observe our bees along with accomplished beekeepers in action. 

Two dates for your diary are: our AGM on Wednesday 20 July at 7pm, all are wel-
come but please confirm your attendance, in advance, for catering reasons; and 
our annual Open Day on Saturday 13 August.  More details will appear shortly on 
our website. www.larkrise farm.org.uk. 

Finally watch this space… Porgy, our Saddleback sow is due to produce yet more 
piglets at the end of this month, and goslings are ex-

pected from Bruce the goose and 
Charlie, his girl. So please come 
and visit us, as there is so much to 
see! 

Wendy Self, Farm Manager. 

 < Naked Neck Ozzie Grows Up > 

photos©Ashley Wicks 
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I don't understand why there were gold nuggets hanging about on the pavement 
in Bratton Road opposite the village hall for so long. I mean the sort that horses 
produce. When I was a nipper these so called nuggets were highly sought after 
to put round the rose bushes and could cause a lot of bother. Curtains used to 
twitch when the milkman used to make his deliveries with horse and cart, and 
when old Dobbin produced a 'nugget', the race began. Armed with buckets and 
shovels I've never seen old ladies move so fast. One nearly ended with a fight 
with shovels raised. Back to Bratton Road. First of all, what were horses doing on 
the pavement, they should be out on the road with the rest of the traffic. And 
more important, why did it take so long for some good neighbour to scoop up the 
offending mess onto the bank? I hear residents have enough to contend with, 
with all this dog mess around.       
  

WOOL GATHERING 
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Pottering In The Garden 
We had some very unusual weather in April and May with 
hailstones, frost and snow hitting our Gardens.  In fact, ac-
cording to the Met Office, there was more snow in April than 
in November 2015! 

The Viola's (pictured left, taken in May - I just had to include 
as they are so perky) let me know 'Spring 
is here', along with all the other bulbs 
around my garden. 

My Runner Beans (Red Rum) were planted at the beginning of 
April, sewn from seed which I collected last year and stored in 
a brown paper envelope, and from the photo (right) you will 
see they are almost ready to plant out.  Although, I will wait a 
little longer as there is nothing to be gained by planting into 
cold ground. 

I planted my broad beans at the beginning of April, ‘A gardener's favourite for 
100 years’. Well! That’s what it says on the packet!  ‘Pass,’ as I have not been 
around that long! They have all germinated, and it seems incredible that I will be 
enjoying them with some gammon or bacon and, hopefully, accompanied by my 
own new potatoes during the summer months.  Yum! 

The strawberries, in flower 8th May (pictured here), are ahead 
of me as I have not potted them on as yet, (next job) as I have 
been weeding between the Raspberries, an arduous task, as I 
am continuously battling against couch grass in this area; as 
this was originally a field as long ago as 15 years. 

I am thinking of the best top tip I can give you for this time of year, and it has to 
be, 'get out the Sunbed', relax with a good book, some fresh air, and enjoy the 
rewards of your labour.  

Holly Westlake. 

Royston Moffit. 
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An event which has slowly grown to 
be one of the highlights of the vil-
lage calendar has to be The Big 
Breakfast, a fund raiser for Cancer 
Relief UK. Earlier this year, custom-
ers started to drift into the Village 
Hall from 10am until well into the 
early afternoon, not only for break-
fast but for brunch. This year an all 
time record was reached, with 140 
breakfasts served by a band of vol-

unteers. You probably recognised 
one of the organisers Sylvia Preston 
from Village Hall events, but she is 
also well known as being an active 
member of Cancer Research UK, 
and has been for 40 years, 15 years 
as chair. It was a joy to see that 
this worthwhile event could pull in 
the crowds and pack the hall to the 
gunnels.  Jo Watkins 

THE BIG BREAKFAST 

This year has been a milestone for 
our WI as we've just celebrated our 
20th birthday. Founder president, 
Margaret Moore, baked a delicious 
cake using the original recipe for the 
WI centenary; which we enjoyed 
with a glass of bubbly and a savoury 
buffet. Contrary to popular belief, 
we're not all jam makers and cake 
bakers, but when we put on a 
spread, we do it in style. That's not 
to say we won't be enjoying our fish 
and chip supper planned in May! 
One of our recent speakers spoke on 
the custom (and tedium) of visiting 
Bath's thermal baths in the days of 
Queen Anne. We take for granted 
our indoor hot and cold running wa-
ter, enabling us to shower and wash 
our hair whenever we like but pity 
the ladies in those far off days. Per-
sonal hygiene was not as we know it, 
with ladies wearing maggot traps 
around their waist consisting of piec-
es of wood with raw meat stuffed 
into holes. The theory being you 
could confine the infestation to one 
place without them wriggling around 
your body and under your wig which 
incidentally was decorated with run-

ner beans - they weren't eaten as 
vegetables in those days. Another 
speaker told us of the hit and miss 
techniques of filling in your census 
form in days gone by. Babies that 
had died were recorded as angels 
and even the family dog was includ-
ed. Accurate they were not, with 
some people appearing twice for 
good measure. 
 Our recent trip to the cinema was to 
see ‘The Lady in the Van,’ a perfor-
mance to see a live streaming of the 
Royal Ballet, a visit to Westbury Dair-
ies and a rock 'n roll workshop, with 
an unexpected live broadcast on 
Wiltshire Radio. 
We always meet on the fourth 
Wednesday of the month in the Vil-
lage Hall. If you'd like to give us a try 
or want to know more, ring me on 
01225 753196 - looking forward to 
hearing from you,                                  
     Jo Watkins, WI Secretary 
Footnote: Further to Royston Moffit's 
complaint in the last village maga-
zine that there were no men's' clubs 
in the village, why doesn't he go 
ahead and start one up himself - we 
did. 

WEST ASHTON WI 
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Friends, our season is coming to an 
end.  We have enjoyed many varied 
and interesting speakers and film 
shows.  We had our annual summer 
outing to Bournemouth (1st June) - 
a lovely day. We look forward to the 

start of our first meeting in Septem-
ber. 
Sylvia Preston. 

WEST ASHTON WIVES 

It was the moon that woke her.   Its 
light spread kindly over her 
face.  She opened her heavy, un-
willing eyes which harboured an ele-
ment of puzzlement.  She was cer-
tain she had drawn 
the curtains before 
bed.  

Outside encroaches 
into her room 
through the gap of 
the cottage win-
dow.  A small rus-
tling of leaves re-
sponding to the ca-
ress of the summer 
breeze and the call of Wiley Fox, as 
he patrolled his territories, swam 
comfortingly around her suffused.   

It was only the shadow that warned 
her she was not alone.  Its very fa-
miliarity bringing back wonderful, 
long lost memories. 

‘Hello,’ she said gently, pleasure 
tinging her voice, ‘I've been waiting 
for you.’ 

The boy dipped his head to one 
side, studying her quizzically from 
the corner of the room.  His face, 

for once, was unnaturally serious, 
‘Yes, sorry,’ he paused, whilst a 
flicker of sadness fought for domi-
nance on his face, ‘I should have 
come a lot earlier than this.’ A slight 

hesitation, ‘You look 
different.’ 

‘I know,’ the woman 
sighed softly, there was 
a raggedness to her 
breath.  ‘I grew up.  It 
was what I want-
ed.’  She hesitated, ‘Do 
you think there's time 
for one last adventure?’ 

‘There’s always time for 
adventure, Wendy,’ the boy 
grinned, rising up and floating 
above her bed, ‘And this one will be 
the biggest of all.’ 

With that, he sprinkled the gold of 
fairy dust over Wendy’s tired body; 
which instantly jerked her upward, 
so she, too, could float.  Smiling, 
she began to think happy thoughts. 

United once more, they flew out of 
the window.  Only the Wiley Fox 
heard the crow of a happy youth. 

  Leya Walker 

ONE LAST ADVENTURE. 
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A quiet acknowledgement on the 
passing of Chris Jenkyn, of Bratton 
Road, who passed away on 25th 
April.  He and his family have lived 
in the village for nearly 30 yrs.  He 
had been ill for many years and was 
confined to the house.  Ursula, his 
wife, is a very quiet and even per-
son and attends various events 
within the village hall.    

OBITUARY: CHRIS JENKYN 

THANK YOU, JEAN 
Hannah, Nat and I would like to 
express our great thanks to Jean 
Robertson for her kind care, sup-
port and help with the preparations 
for Chris’s funeral and during the 
service on May 5th, and for ensur-
ing that both the Church and 
graveyard looked beautiful on the 
day.  Jean and Ian and the small 
group of unnamed helpers work so 
hard throughout the year to ensure 
that the parish has the most won-
derful Church and grounds in 
which to worship. Thank you. 

Ursula 

Would like to thank all of you who attended 
our Big Breakfast in February.  It helped 
raise a whopping £900!  Your support will 
help us beat cancer. 

Sylvia Preston. 

Cancer Research UK 

Invite you to our cream tea in the Village 
Hall on Saturday 18th June from 3-5pm 

£6  

There will be a raffle; whilst books & plants 
will be for sale. 

YOUR COMMUNITY 

CANCER RESEARCH 

UK TROWBRIDGE COMMITTEE  

Maureen Wilson, who had lived at 31 
Bratton Road for the best part of 35 
years, passed away on Monday 15 Feb-
ruary aged 79. Maureen had had a var-
ied career in nursing and whilst living at 
West Ashton became a Ward Sister at 
the old St. John’s Hospital in Trow-
bridge. A great passion in her life was an 
interest in wildlife and a fondness for 

cats, with Rosie, a rescue cat, being her 
constant companion in recent years. 
Maureen’s personality could be said to 
have had a certain northern forthright-
ness, however a sense of humour was 
never far away and, in our experience, 
she was a loyal neighbour. 

Paul and Margaret Workman   

OBITUARY: MAUREEN WILSON 1937 - 2016 

Hannah, Nat and I would like to thank all 
the wonderful friends who sent us cards, 
beautiful flowers and messages of support 
following the death of Chris. Every single 
one has been a great comfort to us.  
Thank you all.   

Ursula. 
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PARENTS OF WEST ASHTON SCHOOL - UPDATE 
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Sunday 13th March saw West Ashton 
school taking part in “Clean for the 
Queen”. Fuelled by bacon and sausage 
butties, everyone was encouraged to 
get involved with jobs big and small to 

brighten up our lovely school. A group 
of willing parents and children of all 
ages got stuck in to litter picking, 

sweeping and jet washing the play-
grounds, each finding their role and 
taking pride in their contribution to en-
hance the school environment. Thanks 
to the generosity of Shaw Trust Palmer 
Garden centre and Tesco in donating 
plants, the school was able to spruce up 
the planters and garden area too. New 
flowers have added a splash of colour 
to the playground planters and the cre-
ation of new 
raised beds for 
raspberries 
and strawber-
ries means the 
children will 
have access to 
more of the 
gardening op-
portunities 
that they 
love. We 
even man-
aged to uncover a new play area and 
reclaim a host of playground equipment 
from the surrounding bushes! 
To help smarten up the quiet area, 
Mark and Luke from John's Associates 
were kind enough to mend some of our 
planters ready for a new crop! Thank 
you chaps! 

tƘƻǘƻ ¢ǊŜǾƻǊ tƻǊǘŜǊ  
Eleanor Squires  

tƘƻǘƻ ¢ǊŜǾƻǊ tƻǊǘŜǊ  

From 6th April 2016 it is a legal require-
ment that all dog owners in England, 
Wales and Scotland have their dogs mi-
cro chipped and registered on a recog-
nised database.  The owner of the un-
chipped dog which comes to notice of 
the authorities will be given 21 days to 
comply and failure to do so may result in 
a fine of up to £500.  It is the responsi-
bility of the owner to ensure that the 
contact details on the microchip data-
base is kept up to date.  This is to en-
sure the dog is quickly reunited with its 

owner in the event that it is lost or sto-
len.  If you are unsure which database 
your dog is registered with or you don’t 
have the chip number, you can ask your 
vet to scan your dogs for the microchip 
to obtain the details.  If your dog is cur-
rently unchipped please visit your vet 
who will be able to insert the chip and 
register the dog on the database for a 
small fee.  Alternatively, several welfare 
organisations such as The Dogs Trust 
are currently carrying out free micro 
chipping. 

Maria Badder PCSO 

tƘƻǘƻ aŀǊƛŀ ²ŜōǎǘŜǊΦ 
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I am sure that we have all heard, 
however vaguely, about ‘Fracking’. 
Until recently, I had little idea as to 
what the process really entails. I 
have now watched two separate 
films and heard at first hand an eye 
witness account, about the effects 
that can potentially arise where 
‘Fracking’ (or hydraulic fracturing) 
occurs. 

‘Fracking’ is the process by which 
millions of gallons of fresh water, 
sand and chemicals are forced into 
the ground at very high pressure 
through vertical and horizontal drilled 
bore holes. This is designed to frac-
ture shale rock and/or coal deep un-
derground, potentially releasing oil 
and/or natural gas which are cap-
tured when pumped back to the sur-
face. What will also return to the sur-
face is the pumping water, now con-
taminated, for which there are no 
safe methods of disposal. 

The argument for ‘Fracking’ is that it 
could potentially be a source of 
much needed energy - but beware; 
this is a fossil fuel, which could have 
adverse effects on the environment. 

The risks associated with the process 
are many and could well be visited 
on West Ashton in the near future; - 

The possibility of earth tremors 

The possibility of water contamina-
tion 

The possibility of raised numbers of 
health issues 

The possibility of constant truck traf-
fic 

The possibility of reduction in proper-
ty values 

The immediate concern for our part 
of Wiltshire is that licences have 
been granted for exploratory drilling 
to determine whether full scale pro-
duction is feasible. At the moment it 
is uncertain when or if these test 
drillings will be carried out. 

The industry in the UK maintain 
strongly that the processes to be 
employed in this country are safe but 
do admit that there may be a ‘slight’ 
risk of leakage of contaminated wa-
ter into the substrata (and by exten-
sion water aquifers) in some instanc-
es.   

Personally, I feel that any risk at all 
is too much of a risk and I am con-
cerned that we may be creating a 
legacy for future generations that 
they won’t thank us for, if this indus-
try is employed. 

It is, perhaps, significant that numer-
ous European countries and some 
American states are either banning 
or imposing moratoriums on 
‘Fracking’ attempts. 

Further information on the effects of 
‘Fracking’ can be found at; - 

www.groundswellrising.com 

www.drillordrop.com  

Fracking: the risks and benefits – 
BBC 2013 

Paul Workman 

 WEST ASHTON – FRACKING COULD BE COMING 

OUR WAY 

http://www.groundswellrising.com
http://www.drillordrop.com
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-20758673
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-20758673
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Sam Lyndley is a qualified Reiki Healer helping 
people across Trowbridge, and the surrounding 

areas, to improve their quality of life. Sam is presently training to become a 
Reiki Master which will enable her to attune others to the Reiki energy so 
they can begin their own journey of healing and self-discovery. 

Running her clinic from her family home ‘Haven Cottage Retreat’ in West 
Ashton, clients often comment on the beautiful healing 
energy of the retreat and it’s gardens which is in the 
process of having it’s very own ‘Therapy Centre’ built 
where Sam will be able to see clients for healing and 
one to one  personal coaching and mentoring. Bespoke 
packages and therapies will be available and the Thera-
py centre will also be offered for hire to other thera-
pists, individuals, families or small parties along with the 
outdoor swimming pool and hot tub. 

Clients come to Sam with a wide range of issues includ-
ing physical pain, anxiety, sleeping disorders, stress, 
menopausal symptoms, low mood and lack of energy.  Reiki can help in a 
huge number of areas, providing relaxation, reduced anxiety, help with pain 
management and a sense of peacefulness. It’s a very relaxing process and 

works by clearing and cleaning the emotions preventing 
them from being so draining and offers perspective. 

A recent client who came to the clinic after a challenging 
winter, suffering with ill health and stress, told Sam that af-
ter just one session involving healing and a gentle process of 
self-enquiry (that addressed the areas of difficulty), she 
came away feeling relaxed, soothed, more focused and 
armed with the tools to help herself and very much looking 
forward to the next session.  

Sam’s client base has been built mainly through personal 
recommendation; having lived in the area for many years she is passionate 
about supporting local people and does so by raising awareness of how 
healing and a process of self-enquiry can support the mind body and spirit 
to wellness. Sam holds monthly self-development groups, attends Mind, 
Body & Spirit fayres and gives talks.  

Sam genuinely loves helping people and her priority is being able to support 
others on their journey to wellbeing, she is fully insured and able to attend 
individual’s homes if required. 

To see how Sam can help you, please call 07920 289072 

     or email sammyjaynep@gmail.com. 

REIKI ANYONE? 
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Village news 
Village Hall News 

The last quarter of the village hall’s 
scheduled events met with a varied 
response.  While the Pete Allen Jazz 
Night in February enjoyed a full house; 
the Wine Buff Evening in March had to 
be cancelled due to lack of ticket sales.  
The music night by the Cleyhill Stomp-
ers was enjoyed by thirty three loyal 
village hall supporters; and by the time 
you read this, the last event in the 
hall’s winter/spring season will have 
been held (60/70’s Dance Night).  

The situation regarding the regular 
monthly Film Night is still under inves-
tigation.  This type of event is gov-
erned by licensing laws which has 
caused problems for our village hall.  
We do apologise to the regular follow-
ers of the Film Evenings and hopefully 
we will have some concrete infor-
mation ready for the new season in 
September.   

It is customary to slow the village hall 
events down during the summer; folk 
enjoy holidays and family gatherings/
etc.  The next scheduled event will be 
on Saturday, 16 July, for a skittle even-
ing with BBQ.  This is the second year 
that the Cyril Sweetman Skittle Trophy 
will be awarded.   

This will be followed by the West Ash-
ton Village Hall Annual General Meet-
ing on Wednesday, 3 August.  On be-
half of the WAVH Committee may I 
extend thanks to all those that have 
supported the Village Hall during the 
2015/16 season.  A varied programme 
of events throughout the year had 
been provided, which hopefully 
brought the community together.   

The maintenance schedule is always 
ongoing but, recently, new strip light-
ing has been fitted; LED lamps fitted in 
store room/toilets; meeting room light 
switches upgraded; light sensors have 

been installed in the toilets; wifi is now 
available in the hall; answer machine 
fitted for booking purposes; two 
benches coated with preservatives and 
one sited in hall frontage.  Future pro-
jects will include the halls redecoration 
and damp proofing the porch area, 
second bench sited and memorial 
name plates fitted.  Appreciation goes 
to Tim and Richard for their efforts in 
keeping the hall and grounds in good 
order. 

Unfortunately, we have lost two com-
mittee members, Emma and Rachel 
who have decided to leave the com-
mittee.  We thank them for their com-
mitment as a committee member and 
Treasurer. 

Angeline Nicholson who was the first 
point of call for booking the hall has 
now moved away from the village and 
hence is unable to continue in this role.  
May we extend a huge vote of thanks 
to these three Trustees for their time 
and support to the village hall.  We 
sincerely wish them well for the future.   
We also thank all the regular hirers of 
the hall, through their regular bookings 
throughout the year, enables the com-
mittee to maintain the hall to its high 
standard.  Also I would like to thank 
the WAVH Committee, they bring a 
wide range of skills and apply their 
voluntary time and support for the 
benefit of the community and securing 
the halls future. 

To give an idea of proposed 2016/17 
events :  Skittles & BBQ; AGM; Last 
Night Of The Proms; Murder Mystery; 
Sunday Christmas Lunch; New Years 
Eve Celebration; Skittles; Music Night; 
Dance; Quiz Evening. 

Once again, thank you for your sup-
port and enjoy the summer months. 

Jean Robertson (Acting Chairman) 
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Village Hall 50 Club winners 

MONTH 1ST PRIZE 2ND PRIZE 3RD PRIZE 

JANUARY Chris Jenkyns Beryl Webb Jean Platt 

FEBRUARY Jean Robertson Dorothy Rocem Jo Watkins 

MARCH Micahel Cronan Jean Covington Eileen Eggleston 

APRIL Lucy Pullen Eileen Eggleston Peter Holland 

West Ashton Village Hall Are Recruiting 

The West Ashton Village Hall is recruiting two voluntary roles that 
are most important for the smooth running of the hall. 

 

BOOKING SECRETARY 

This role would handle all bookings of the hall and obtaining neces-
sary information to keep an event diary/records up to date.  During 
the latter part of last year, the majority of work was moved to a 
simpler system. 

This is a most important role is made much easier and more man-
ageable by the use of the new online system. 

 

TREASURER  

This important role would deal with all finances of the hall, banking, 
providing spread sheets.  This responsible position is crucial for the 
halls welfare and a careful eye to monitor spending and expenses. 

Both these roles would have a handover period and a thorough ex-
planation of systems used and any further training and support that 
is required will be available. 

If you are interested in either of the above and need further infor-
mation of what is entailed, please contact: Tim Le Mare 
(tim@lemare.co.uk). 
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PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS 

West Ashton  website http://www.westashton.org.uk/   
please send any comments to Nikki at westashtonpc@outlook.com  

Help It has not been necessary to hold 
elections for the Parish Council for 
many years, and that has meant not 
having to spend a £1,000 for the 
cost of an election. Unfortunately 
due to councillors moving away or 
simply needing to take a break for 
personal reasons there is now only 
enough councillors to just about re-
main quorate. If you would like to 
contribute to the business and sup-
port the independence of the Parish 
of West Ashton please contact either 
me or Nikki (Parish Clerk). It is a 
simple process of being co-opted 
onto the council until the next local 
government election point in 2017. 
It is neither daunting nor a black art, 
just common sense and a belief on 
what happens where you live is im-
portant. 

 

Planning 
Traveller Site on the A350 – The En-

forcement Stop Notice reported in 
the March magazine is still subject to 
Appeal by the Agent on behalf of the 
owner. The Application15/10492/FUL 
that was called in was refused with-
out needing to go before the West-
ern Planning Committee. Particulars 
of Development: Use of land as pri-
vate gypsy and traveller caravan 
site, consisting of 2 no. pitches each 
with 1 no. mobile home, 1 no. tour-
ing caravan, and 1 no. utility day-
room, plus stabling. In summary the 
application was refused because the 
works carried out in relation to this 
partially retrospective application 
constitute intentional unauthorised 
development on proposals that, be-

cause of the 
extent and na-
ture of earth-
works and sur-
face treatment 
and siting of proposed structures, 
are unacceptably harmful to the in-
trinsic character of the countryside. 
The intentional unauthorised devel-
opment was a material consideration 
and the works and proposals were 
contrary to the Core Principles of the 
National Planning Policy Framework, 
the Planning Policy for Traveller Sites 
(2015) and Core Policies 47 and 51 
of the Wiltshire Core Strategy. Both 
this application 15/10492/FUL and 
the Enforcement Notice are subject 
to Appeal - APP/Y3940/
C/15/3139663 and scheduled to be 
heard on the 31st August 2016 at 
10am in County Hall. 

Parish Governance Boundary – This 
is now subject to further consulta-
tion, details of which were formally 
circulated to residents of ‘Old Farm’ 
in May and by the Parish Council on 
the village hall email. Although the 
closing date for comments was the 
20th May but have your say and send 
comments to Wiltshire Council about 
the schemes 26 - 27 - 28 that will 
affect the West Ashton Parish 
boundary.  

Neighbourhood Plan – The parish 
council submitted an application to 
develop a Neighbourhood Plan for 
the parish. The steering group has 
developed a questionnaire that was 
scheduled for circulation in June 
2016. Please complete the form so 
that practical needs identified can be 
included in plans for the future. 

http://www.westashton.org.uk/
mailto:westashtonpc@outlook.com


15 

 

15 

Broadband – Wilts Council update - 
The new cabinet that has recently 
been installed on the corner of Or-
chard Close  appears to only serve a 
very small percentage of West Ash-
ton namely premises in BA14 6BE 
and BA14 6DG.  There are many 
activities that need to take place in 
order to upgrade the cabinet. The 
last update was that it needed a 
power connection so as yet they 
cannot advise when the cabinet will 
go live. As for the majority of West 
Ashton, the area is currently in the 
planning and surveying stage and 
therefore no detail is available. Any 
detail is not anticipated before the 
Autumn. 
http://www.wiltshireonline.org/
index.php/broadband-rollout 

Fly Tipping – Contact Wiltshire Council 
on 01225 777234 or online at: 
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/
parkingtransportandstreets/
roadshighwaysstreetcare/
mywiltshirereport.htm  

Wilts Council News Letter http:/ /
www.wiltshire.gov.uk/council/
parishnewsletterhome.htm          

Traffic calming – Progress on this is 

slow, partly because of the change 
of Wiltshire Council’s highway’s con-
tractor. As a result the cost is higher 
but there is an opportunity for a 
‘substantive’ grant of a further 
£6,000. This added to the grant of 
£8,000 matched by the parish coun-
cil will take us nearer to the overall 
target of £26,000. The proposal for 
Bratton Road is the put traffic calm-
ing beyond East Town and near to 
the village hall along with white en-
trance fencing at the Bratton end of 
the village. The reasoning behind 
increasing the precept was to help 
fund this objective but any dona-
tions / contributions towards the 
cost would be really helpful. 

Speed Indicator Device (SID) – The 
next step with this is training to be 
able to comply with legal require-
ments then hopefully the SID will be 
deployed. 

Community Speed Watch – There is 
still a small group of volunteers but 
we do need to recruit more volun-
teers. Please call to discuss, it’s only 
an hour or two every 3 or 4 weeks. 

 Richard Covington, P. C. Chairman 

Other Matters 

Look who’s reading the West Ashton mag!  Spotted in Kinsale, County Cork, Ire-
land a member of our community took time out to catch up with the local news 
before going on to enjoy the views in Kinsale. Who knows where the summer 

edition might be seen?  

POST CARD FROM IRELAND 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Kinsale harbour Colourful Kinsale High Street  

http://www.wiltshireonline.org/index.php/broadband-rollout
http://www.wiltshireonline.org/index.php/broadband-rollout
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/parkingtransportandstreets/roadshighwaysstreetcare/mywiltshirereport.htm
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/parkingtransportandstreets/roadshighwaysstreetcare/mywiltshirereport.htm
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/parkingtransportandstreets/roadshighwaysstreetcare/mywiltshirereport.htm
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/parkingtransportandstreets/roadshighwaysstreetcare/mywiltshirereport.htm
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/council/parishnewsletterhome.htm
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/council/parishnewsletterhome.htm
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/council/parishnewsletterhome.htm
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What’s the name of the pets?   

Cass and Tyler 

Breed? 

Border Collies 

Age? 

Cass – 5 Tyler - 2 

How did you find 
them? 

Cass –  My partner found Cass online 
on an adoption advert. She had been 
trained by a farmer to herd sheep but 
was no good, she was too timid. So the 
farmer was going to shoot her as she 
wasn’t earning her keep. Luckily a local 
woman took Cass after seeing her on 
the farm chained to a wall. She said 

Cass was left outside in 
all weathers and ignored. 
She trained her, then put 
her up for adoption.  She 
didn’t want her to be 
killed when she could go 
to a loving home, thank 
goodness! J  

Tyler – We went to a 
collie dog shelter in 
Northampton after see-

ing a dog online that we thought would 
be good company for Cass. Unfortunate-
ly, due to their clashing personalities, 
our intended new addition was not suit-
able. Luckily the manager of the centre 
suggested we meet Tyler (she was 
known there as Rosie) to see if she was 
a better fit. Tyler had been dumped as a 
puppy and found her way to a farm in 
Ireland where she would go for scraps. 
The farmer, after realising she didn’t 
belong to anyone, drove her to the res-
cue centre to be rehomed. 

How are they doing now? 

Fantastic!  Both have settled, come out  

of their shells and now have lots of con-
fidence J They are very well behaved 
and love to go on nice long walks. 

Any tips you’d care to share? 

If anyone is thinking of getting a dog, 
please rescue. They need loving homes, 
all they want is love. It is so rewarding, 
watching them flourish, everyday a little 
more of their personality coming out as 
they learn to 
trust you.  

Our two are 
well known 
for being 
well behaved 
and we’ve 
been asked 
what the 
secret is. To be honest, the secret is 
consistency. We are strict with them, 
consistent and they get rewarded when 
they are good. They learn very quickly 
that way, there is no confusion or con-
flicting outcomes for them. It’s not hard 
work, once they’ve got it they’ve got it J 

 

What’s the name of the 
pet?  Elsa 

Breed? Egyptian Mau 

Age? Approx. 3 years 

How did you find her? 

On Gumtree.  We had 
lost our dear British short 
haired cat in July 2015, through old age, 
bless.  He left a hole in the house which 
we never intended to replace but just fill 
in a little.  We have always tried to have 
rescued cats as there are so many need-
ing homes.  I had never heard of the 
breed Egyptian Mau, and reading up on 
them I discovered they are quite intelli-
gent and very companiable. Egyptian 
Maus are the fastest cat breed and 
when we brought Elsa home we had this 
in abundance! 

OUR RESCUED PETS  
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Elsa was advertised as KASI (meaning 
‘swift’ in Swahili), she is a female 
bronze lybica-patterned native Egyp-
tian Mau. She was born in 2012, the 
adoption agency that received her 
think she was an unwanted family pet, 
kicked out onto the streets when she 
was no longer a cute kitten. Elsa is 
very vocal and an entertainer who 
loves being around humans.  However, 
life on the streets of Cairo has clearly 
dented her trust in humans as most 
Egyptians would chase her away.  

How is she doing now?   

Elsa is gradually settling into our home 
and surroundings; it will take a long 
time, we think.  
She had devel-
oped a strong 
bond with me 
but is still very 
wary of others, 
if they move 
too quickly.  
She responds 
to food titbits 
and the next 
thing to do with her is to get her down 
to the vets without abusing the trust 
she has placed in us.  She has taken 
up residence in the spare room on the 
small sofabed.  When we had a guest 
to stay she was most indignant that 
she couldn’t get into her room as 
someone was occupying it! 

Any tips you’d care to share? 

This breed is amazing.  The hair is very 
soft and Elsa just loves cuddles but 
won’t go on a lap due to her wariness.  
She talks all the time although its tak-
en us a while to understand what she 
is saying but we are getting there. 

What’s the name of the pet?   

Unknown 

Breed? 

British short haired, ginger! 

 

Age? 

Unknown but thought to be about 
two years. 

How did you find her? 

She found us! She started eating the 
food we had thrown out for birds. She 
was a stray which had been taken in 
for 6 months or so by a villager who 
then sadly passed away. Whilst the 
neighbour kindly fed her daily she was 
ravenous and looking for more food. 
We have cats and took pity on her and 
she started to integrate into our family. 
The reason for hunger became appar-
ent. She was blossoming and our vet 
verified she was pregnant. We ar-
ranged for Cats Protection League to 
take her on as she would need an ex-
perienced set of hands to help.  

How is she doing now? 

CPL have now informed us that she 
has had five delightful healthy kittens 
and she is a good mother to them. 
From the kittens colouring they have 
said the father, who must be a West 
Ashton cat, is black and white and 
have asked that we trace this Tom and 
ask the owner to get it neutered so no 
more unwanted kittens are born. 

Any tips you’d care to share? 

Cats that are starving hungry and look-
ing to come in are often strays. Love 
and kindness is the key to winning 
them round. If possible, see if you can 
get to the vets and have her/him 
scanned for a microchip. The vets 
should do this for free.  

Please neuter your animals to stop un-
wanted animals being born and put 
down unnecessarily.  If you see this 
Tom cat do report him to the CPL so 
he can be sorted! 

 

Many thanks to the contributors of this 
feature who have chosen to remain 
anonymous. 
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GOING FOR GOLD! 

On Thursday, 21st April, five schools 
competed at Trowbridge Swimming 
pool for the Trowbridge Primary School 
Swimming Gala.  We had all worked as 
a team.  We were all cheering for each 
other.  It was fun, amazing and we 
were all fast.  It was hard work for us 
all and we all had big headaches!! 

It was two hours long but some of the 
children’s parents were there.  All the 
people that went from West Ashton 
School got certificates and medals in 
achievement assembly.  We would like 
to thank the Clarendon Academy for 
setting this up. 

Ella 

YR6 SATS REVISION 

In year 6, we have got SATs coming 
up in May, so we have been concen-
trating very hard at home to do lots of 
revising in order to do well in them.  
The first day of the SATS week is Mon-
day, 9th May, going until Friday 13th.  
We have been doing practice booklets/
tests leading up to our SATS to pre-
pare us for the real thing. 

We got revision books which show us 
the methods, followed by practise 
questions of the things we need to 

know for the SATs tests. 

‘I think that the revision books are re-
ally helping me when I use them to 
help me with some methods that I 
need a bit more practise with.  The 
practise tests that we have been doing 
are helping me too because they are 
really good practise for the real thing.’ 

That is my comment about revising 
and SATS practise tests. 

Summer 

SATs 

Lately all yr6 have been revising for 
upcoming SATs which started on 9th 
May.  This is what Theo thinks on 
them: 

Do you think that the upcoming SATs 
will be hard? 

Theo thinks it will be hard but he also 
says keep your head up high and pow-
er through it. 

Do you feel we have enough time for 
SATs? 

Theo thinks that it isn’t enough for him 
but depending on your ability it might 
be. 

Rhys 

hǳǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭ  
SUMMER 2016 



19 

 

19 

BOOK REVIEW  

Twilight by Stephanie Meyer   ***** 

I really like this book as its got a amaz-
ing storyline that’s addictive and the au-
thor has used really effective language 
to describe her characters.  I would rec-
ommend this to people who would like a 
darker modern version of Romeo and 
Juliet.  I would say that this book is 
aimed at young teens or advanced read-
ers. 

Twilight is about a dangerous love be-
tween a teenage boy and girl.  Isabella 
Swan is determined to uncover the dark 
secret of the mysterious and alluring 
Edward.  As she gets closer to him the 
more she gets herself and her family into 
danger… 

Indianna 

COUNTRY DANCING 

It was amazing when we got the country 
dancing we danced with another school.  
One of the dances were the ‘doise do’.  
We had so much fun with all the school 
as we seen some old friends that used to 
be at are school.  We got a cookie and 
some juice and we all talked to are 
friends but the sad thing was it was the 
last time they were doing country danc-
ing but we had fun while it lasted. 

Alisha 

WEST ASHTON LOCAL PARK 

In West Ashton park there is a big space 
of grass to use and we think there 
should be more equipment, we asked 
some neighbours about what they would 
like in the park. 

There ideas are: 

Swings (and a baby one), one bigger 
slide, small skate park, zip wire you can 
sit on, football goal (on astro turf), bas-
ketball net, rotation chair, a spider web 
(climbing frame), exercise equipment 
and a big swing. 

Milosz and Dean 

GIRLS FOOTBALL FESTIVAL 

On 16th February some KS2 girls went to 
compete in John of Gaunt school for the 
girls football festival.  There were 5 mini 
matches, we won 1, drew 2 and lost 2.  
We also went on a inflatable football 
pitch which Isabella thought that it was 
fun.  There was also a penalty shootout 
where you had to score a goal to win a 
football and you could also get a sweet.  
As well as that there were two other 
mini games one of which you had to 
shoot the ball through different holes to 
get your points.  Before we went to the 
mini games we got a face paint. 

Indianna, Izzy & Evie 

 

The contributions from the school’s edi-
torial team have retained their organic 
originality.  Next time we hope to contin-
ue with a new team, as Eagle Class year 
6s will have moved on to their various 
secondary schools.   

WAM would like to thank the team for 
their hard work and dedication and say 
that they will be missed, although we 
will save money from less biscuit scoff-
ing! 

Thank you, Eagle Class Editorial team, 
Leya Walker. 
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A farmer’s thoughts – May To August 

 

Oh, the weather!  It can be the bane of 
a farmer’s life… I mention this only as it 
has been affecting us in our sowing, 
fertilising and the rest.  No matter, we 
just wait for a dry day and then it’s all 
hands on deck.  Unfortunately, this 
means lots of Sunday work at the mo-
ment.  Have you noticed how nice it is 
on Sundays? 

Right, where were we? 

May – at the moment we are drilling 
(that’s sowing) the maize ready for har-
vesting in Sept/Oct.  We are doing this 
for our clients, as well as ourselves, so 
there’s a lot to do in a short space of 
time.  You’ll have noticed that the rape 
is coming through in the fields near to 

the traffic lights but this crop doesn’t 
like the heavy weather so it’s poor at 
the moment; especially as the pigeons 
and slugs have been at it too. 

We are also cutting the crops to make 
silage for next winter’s feed.  So this is 
the time when our trailers are going 
backwards and forwards up the roads. 
Haymaking is at the end of June but, 
sadly, we don’t do the haystacks any-
more.  We will be cutting and bailing 
the elephant grass which is used for 
fuel for boilers? The other job we carry 
out this time of year is disinfecting the 
grain barns ready for the new grain to 
be stored. 

Our spring barley and rape will be har-

vested in July/
August.  Our 
main chap 
who looks af-
ter the crops is 
Martin Smart.  
He’s very in-
volved in 
growing new 
varieties of 
crop strains.  
This is where 
the strengths 
of one type of 
crop strain 
have been married with another strain 
to hopefully improve the yield of the 
crop, and no that isn’t GM.  Martin has 
to follow the seed company’s instruc-
tions to the letter, as well as rigorously 
monitor and record the outcomes.  Ini-
tially, Martin will walk the fields of the 
newly planted crops but as they grow 
taller he uses a drone to monitor them.  
We have also just purchased a laser as, 
for some reason, pigeons are very 
scared of them and they are more ef-
fective than other forms of bird scarer.  

We put the cows out late this year.  
They were TB tested before they went 
out and, sadly, one was reactive.  
They’ll all be tested again in two 
months, so fingers crossed.  We’ve had 
a successful calving this year and they 
are all out in the fields.  The cows have 
been put in with the bulls so that the 
cycle starts over again. The bulls are 
with the cows for about 10 weeks and 
we keep and check the records to en-
sure there’s no filial type conceptions.  
The vet will carry out a PD test 
(pregnancy test) on the cows in the 
Autumn, so here’s hoping. 

Well that’s all for now folks.  I’ll be back 
in the Autumn for my final contribution. 

Chris Awdry. 
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I live on that busy Yarnbrook Road, and 
have been living there for 54 years. 
Yes, the traffic is very noisy, and it is 
impossible to cross the road at times, 
but the birds don’t seem to mind. 

My armchair 
faces the lounge 
window, where 
I have a bird 
feeding station 
in the garden. I 
sit there and 
watch them, I 
get so many 
birds. There is a 
pair of long-
tailed tits, nu-
merous coal tits, 

blue tits and great tits. I also have gold-
finches, greenfinches, chaffinches, bull 
finches and, of course, robins and spar-
rows. My most recent new visitors are a 
pair of black caps. 

I have a pair of swallows nesting in the 
shed, they come back every year. This 

year they returned on 17th April. I can’t 
remember when they first started com-
ing, it was when the children were 
small, and they have all flown the nest 
now. Cyril, my husband, kept a diary of 
the birds’ arrival.  The first entry he 
made was in 1991, and then every year 

until 2014; and they still come. How 
they find their way here each year is 
just amazing. Sometimes they have two 
broods in a year, usually around 4 
chicks each time. This year’s first brood 
has hatched, I can hear them shouting 
for food when I walk down the garden. 

At first Cyril would get up in the morn-
ing when it got light to open the shed 
door and let the birds out, and would 
lock up again at night when they had 
gone in to roost. As it got lighter in the 
mornings he decided to cut a hole in 
the shed door so that they could come 
and go at their leisure.  

The swallows don’t have to be fed, they 
catch insects 
on the wing, 
the other 
birds eat me 
out of house 
and home, 
but it is such 
a pleasure to 
sit and 
watch them, 
I am happy 
to see so 
much of nature. 

During May to August I’ll be looking out 
for: 

ß Increased activity at the bird table 
as the adults work to feed their 
hungry broods. 

ß With luck, parents bringing their 
young to the table to feed. 

ß Trying to spot the different mark-
ings of adults and juveniles. 

ß Swallow broods lining up and taking 
flight. 

 

  Evelyn Sweetman. 

WEST ASHTON’S ARMCHAIR BIRDWATCHER 
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I became interested in travelling to 
Burma (now Myanmar) due to my 
Dad’s service there in WW2 from 
1944 to 1947. I promised him that 
one day I would go there, and so I 
have. 

Armed with a list of places that Dad 
had visited, I chose an escorted tour 
that went to as many of the locations 
and areas as possible on his list 
(Titan Travel’s Best of Burma). I will 
never know for sure whether I saw 
the same sights and trod the same 
paths but I did have some photo-

graphs, and something of a sixth 
sense at times that I was seeing fa-
miliar sights; more on that later. 

Burma’s borders have not long been 
open to tourism, having been closed 
and military rule for 60 years.  This 
meant going there and arranging my 
own itinerary was not an option. 

This was my first experience of a 
group tour.  My expectations were 
exceeded; not just by the places I 
visited but by the varied itinerary 
and the fantastic job our local tour 
guide, Thandir, did.  He was with us 
throughout the stay in Myanmar. I 
wouldn’t hesitate to recommend it. 

 

Thailand 

I flew to Bangkok to start the tour in 
Thailand where the highlight was 
Kanchanaburi. It turned out to be a 
very poignant day. 

The first stop was the Cemetery of 
Allied POW’s, which holds the graves 
of the 9,000 prisoners who lost their 
lives constructing the Burma-
Thailand Railway. The site is immac-
ulate and maintained as a lasting 
tribute.  You can’t help but think 
about all of those young men who 
lost their lives so tragically as you 
walk among the graves. How many 
of those Royal Signals names were 
Dad’s colleagues, I wondered. 

We then took a train ride along the 
original ‘Death Railway’ before going 
on to the Hellfire Pass Memorial. This 
section of the railway is now a walk-
ing museum, a very peaceful place 
as you get a sense of tranquility 
there; but you still imagine the hor-
ror of being forced to work in those 
conditions. 

The day was ended at Bridge over 
the River Kwai, one of the icons of 
WW2. You can walk right across the 
bridge, but look out for the guy wav-
ing a flag and shouting ‘train com-
ing’!  

The only negative of Thailand was 
the 
Bangkok 
traffic - 
to be 
avoided 
at all 
costs! 

BURMA - WALKING IN MY FATHER’S FOOTSTEPS? 

Bridge Over The River Kwai 

¦ .Ŝƛƴ .ǊƛŘƎŜ !ƳŀǊŀǇǳǊŀ 
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Mandalay 

On day 5 we flew to Mandalay and I 
was very excited to finally be in Bur-
ma. Driving past the farmers in the 
paddy fields ‘on the road to Manda-
lay’ from the airport was somehow 
very familiar. I had a real sense that 
Dad was with me. 

The second highlight of the day was 
rowing out to a vantage point on the 
lake at Amarapura to watch the sun 
set at the U Bein teak bridge. 

The next few days were spent in the 
area visiting pagodas and temples, 
experiencing local life, and visiting 

some of the nearby towns. 

We took a pony & trap ride through 
the ruined city of Inwa. Local sellers 
greeted us, cycling alongside, giving 
us a commentary of the area, work-
ing hard to make a sale. I didn’t 
have the heart to barter when I 
knew that it was over a couple of 
pounds, in a place where poverty is 
so widespread. 

A two hour drive in the hills above 
Mandalay took us to Maymyo, a for-
mer British Hill Station, and a place 
on Dad’s list, We visited the Botanic 
Gardens, established in 1915, and 
we drove through the town, looking 
at some of the buildings, my interest 
drawn by the older parts of the 

town. 

Next taking in the fabulous views 
over the Saigang Hills we drove on 
to Monywa, a place that Dad had 
highlighted in Field Marshall Slim’s 
account of the Burmese campaign. 

Bagan 

On day 8 we headed south, explor-
ing caves and local villages along the 
way.  We saw village potteries and 
palm sugar factories before cruising 
down the Irrawaddy from Pakokku to 
Bagan, the city of 2,500 pago-
das. I know Dad had been on this 
stretch of river from his photographs, 
and I wondered, was this the place 
where the bullet passed through his 
hat? 

In Bagan we visited markets, villages 
and, of course, pagodas.  A sunset 
cruise, a wonderful Burmese Tea 
Party under the trees and visited a 
lacquerware maker. The group were 
all afraid that we would get 
“Pagoda’d Out”, but that didn’t hap-
pen as the tour was so well organ-
ised ensuring that we were constant-
ly enjoying many different experienc-
es. 

Janet Sweetman 

The second installment can be 
read in the Autumn WAM… 

Irrawaddy River at Pakokku 

Colonial Buildings in Maymyo 
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Update on the renovations 

In the December issue of the 
WAVM , we highlighted some pro-
posed renovation projects within the 
village church.  All necessary works 
are scheduled on a five year pro-
gramme and it is hoped to raise 
monies to cover these costs (approx 
£25,000) by fund raising; donations; 
and some grants.  The projects are; 

Vestry Floor Replacement; New Gut-
tering and New Fascia Boards on 
the south side of the Church;  
Stonework On The Spire; Vault Door 
Replacement.   Work commenced 
on Project No.1, The Vestry Floor in 
January and was hoped to be com-
pleted within five weeks.  We are 
now in our fifth month and as yet, 
the work is not totally complete.  
This was mainly due to extra prob-
lems when the floor was lifted to 
find extensive rotten timbers and a 
large area of damp on floor and 
walls.  An extensive drying out peri-
od had to take place.  New joists 
and cross members are now sup-

porting the oak floor planks and the 
walls are now semi clad with sea-
soned wood panels.  We now await 
a specialist decorator to complete 
the final stage of the redecoration.  
We hope that the total project will 
be finished in June. 

Once this has been completed, we 
can then go forward to the next 
project.  If you can help in any way 
with organising an event for fund-
raising, or even a donation 
(however small), your support 
would be greatly appreciated. 

 

Left: January, Vestry floor and walls 
work in progress 
 

Below: April, Vestry floor and walls 
80% renovation finished 

St John’s Church 
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Answers to the  

Summer Word Search 

Come along on Sunday, 12 
June to St John’s Church at 

10.30 am for  

a special celebratory service 
for HRH Queen Elizabeth II 

90th birthday. 

Come and join in a “toast” for 
this auspicious occasion. 

Happy Birthday, Your Majesty. 

A conversation on the 

EU referendum 

With Andrew Murrison, MP 

And Hugh Hancock 

rtd. Lieutenant-Colonel 

10th June 

West Ashton Village Hall  

Doors open at 5.30pm for 6pm start 

All welcome, the bar will be open 

And there is an opportunity to pose questions. 
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Recipe 

A Salad of Chicken, Cherries and Watercress with Creamy Tarragon 
Dressing. Serves 4 
 
For the salad. 
4 skinless chicken breasts 
400mls chicken stock 
500gms cherries pitted and halved 
200gms watercress 
50gms shelled pistachios roughly chopped. 
 
For the Dressing 
1tbsp white wine vinegar 
1/4 tsp Dijon mustard 
salt and pepper 
8tbsp extra virgin olive oil 
2tbsp double cream 
2-3 tbsp. chopped fresh Tarragon 
1 1/2 tsp caster sugar 
 
Method 
1 Place chicken in a saucepan and cover with the stock. Bring to the 
boil and simmer very gently until cooked through. 
About 12 - 15 mins. 
Leave to cool in the liquor. 
Meanwhile... 
3 Mix the vinegar, mustard and salt and pepper in a small bowl. 
4 Whisk in the oil, 1 1/2tbsp of water and the cream. 
5 Add the chopped tarragon and sugar.  
6 Adjust the seasoning or sweetness to your taste and leave to sit 
for 30 mins. 
7 Cut or tear the chicken into pieces and place in a serving bowl 
and toss with the cherries, watercress and pistachios. 
8 Add the dressing and give a final toss. 
Serve with fresh crusty bread and a glass of nice white wine. 
 
As usual you can adapt this by buying already cooked chicken. You 
can also substitute the cherries (always so expensive) with other 
fruit such as nectarines and even the watercress, for those who 
don't like it, you can use baby spinach instead. 
Jo Walton 
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Other Useful Numbers Contact Information 

Builder Paul - New build, extensions, 
renovation specialist, alterations. 

01225 753997/07799 563347 
19 Bratton Road, 

Butcher Free delivery to West Ashton 
customers 

0117 986 3260 
banablebutchers@gmail.com 

Chimney Sweep I J Marshman 07831 684273 

Foot Reflexologist Annie Ritchens 01225 752002 Mob 07967630429 

Garage Services Briken Motors Garage….MOTs, 
servicing etc, 01225 755203 

Gardening Service Janet Sweetman 01380 871182 

Good neighbour Co-
ordinator  Emma Curtis 07584 101092 

trowridgegnc@communityfirst.org.uk 

Judo Classes Age 8+ W. Ashton School 
7.00-8:30pm Fridays. 

Mike Healy 01373 822349 
www.zenjudoclub.co.uk 

Library The Mobile Library visits Orchard 
Close 3 to 3.30 pm 

www.services.wiltshire.gov.uk/
MobileLibrary/Library/Stop/57 

Logs Logs for sale. Ben Pike 01380 870808 

Milkman Michael Bullings Dairies 01225 776494 

Newspapers Seend Post Office deliver 01380 828250 

Parish Council Chairman: Mr Richard Covington 
Clerk: Nicola Duke 

01225 761904 
01373 864127 

Police Concerns 

David Bradley Neighbourhood 
Watch Scheme. Village Co-
ordinator 
Neighbourhood Policing Team PC 
Mark Hough PC1140 

01225 754100 
  
Non-emergency No 101 

Refuse Community skips in Canal Road, 
Trowbridge for larger items. 

http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/ 
rubbish-collection-days 

Seamstress & Soft 
Furnishings 

Clare Humphries, curtains, dress-
making and alterations 

01225 767703 
Mob 07929 122631 

St. John's Church Services Sundays 10.30am. 
Rev Allan Coutts 01225 754826 

West Ashton Boomer-
ang 
Taxi Service 
West Ashton to Trow-
bridge. 

Taxi service. 
Mon-Sat West Ashton to Trow-
bridge.  Price each way:  adult 
£1.60; child 80p; children under 
4 free. Bus passes can be used. 

Morning pickup 9.30am, 
return 12 noon 
Or  2pm. 
Tel: 0800 371297 to book. 

West Ashton C of E 
School Headteacher Dr Sam Nash 01225 754354 

West Ashton Ladies 
Skittles Team Mrs. Sharon Shiles 01380 870196 

West Ashton Oil Club Craig Nichols 01225 774476 
Email: craigmnichols@hotmail.com 
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Village Hall Bookings: booking@westashton.org.uk        01225 684772 
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EVENTS Coming Up 

June   

4th Wives – End of season Party 

10th EU debate—Andrew Murrison & Hugh Hancock open 5.30pm begins 6.00pm 

12th Special church service to commemorate the Queen’s 90th birthday—10.30am 

14th 60/70's Night - Tickets £12.50 with Three Course Meal - 7.30 for 8.00 

22nd WI Mystery trip. Leaves the Village Hall at 7pm. Members only 

23rd Village Hall voting - the EU referendum  7am to 10pm 

25th Topical Issues - Fish and Chip supper 

July   

1st Wives Annual coach trip 

15th West Ashton School Family Fun Night (organised by POWA) £1 Adult; £2 Child 

16th Village Hall—Skittles (Cyril Sweetman Memorial Cup) & BBQ 

20th Larkrise Farm Annual General Meeting at 7pm 

August  

3rd WAVH Annual General Meeting 

8th Village Hall closed for redecoration till the 13th 

13th Larkrise Open Day 

24th 
WI Village Hall 7.30pm. Origins and History of Quilting—Jackie Williams Visitors 
£4 

Tickets for Hall events Sylvia Preston 01225 765858     

Ballroom Dancing Mr. Kevin Burge 07933 771205 

Dance Class Dee Dee Wilde 01380 871608 

Dog Training Ken Scott 07867 820497 

Dolly Mixtures Art Class Kay Norris 01985 840157 

Line Dancing Sharon Eades 07870 167469 

Pilates Amie Hawkins 07738 449245 

Shotokai-Karate Do Phil Finch 07824 517418 

Tai Chi Brian Wooding 01985 213474 

Wives Group Marlene Pike 
Sylvia Preston 

01380 870272 
01225 765858 

WI Eileen Eggleton 01225 769636 

Yoga Angeline Nicholson 01225 777452 

Regular Activities In The Village Hall or Jean Robertson 01225 5760368 


